2022 Advent
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Forward
We all have pictures in our minds of what the weeks leading up to
Christmas and Christmas Eve and Christmas Day look like for us and for
the church. This year, our Advent theme is Picture This and we will share
some of our pictures as we wait for the coming of the Christ child.
The four weeks of the Advent season are a time of waiting and preparing
for the coming of the Christ child as Emmanuel, which means God with
us. The themes for each week of Advent are Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love,
which are wonderful reminders of how we are called to live our stories as
we share God’s presence in the world.
The Advent and Christmas season is filled with gatherings, festive lights,
candles glowing in windows, holiday foods, and gift-giving and
receiving. In the midst of all the busyness, may we take daily time to
ponder the Advent gift of God coming into our midst.
We hope that you will use this devotional, created from the hearts of our
Sun Prairie United Methodist Church family, as a guide through your own
Advent journey. May God bless our journey through Advent together and
fill us with the hope, peace, joy and love of God’s coming among us as the
Christ child!
Come, thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.
Jenny Arneson, Lead Pastor
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November 27, 2022

Picture This
“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together and a little child
shall lead them.” --Isaiah 11:6
What picture comes to mind for you when you think of Christmas and the
weeks leading up to Christmas?
So often, it’s hard not to jump to pictures in our minds of Christmas Eve, with
the music and the candlelight in the darkened sanctuary at the end of
worship. Or pictures of present opening on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day;
or meals with family on Christmas; or family pictures by the Christmas tree at
home or at church.
I laughed to myself recently when I was going through a tub of pictures and
found stacks of family pictures from Christmases past. It struck me as funny
because except for the ages of my siblings and me and our parents in the
pictures, they all seemed pretty much the same…pictures of present opening,
family pictures by the Christmas tree with us still dressed up after Christmas
Eve worship, pictures of our dining room table covered with a Christmas
feast and pictures of my sibling and me in our matching Santa hats.
It’s fun to look through pictures and remember. The four-week season of
Advent calls us to prepare for the coming of the Christ child and picture what
the coming of the Prince of Peace meant so long ago and still means today.
The picture that the prophet Isaiah gives us is that of animals that would not
necessarily be together, living in peace and a small child leading the way. It’s
a beautiful picture to hold this Advent season.
Loving God, may we picture and live out the ways of your peace in our lives
and may we look to be led by the coming Christ child. Amen.
Pastor Jenny Arneson
SPUMC Lead Pastor

November 28, 2022

Waiting for .... Jesus?
“The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up a righteous
descendant from David’s line, and he will rule as a wise king. He will do
what is just and right in the land.” -- Jeremiah 23:5
I still recall as a youngster, waiting FOREVER for Christmas day to come. We, like
a lot of Christian families, had our advent traditions marking the days off as we
prepared for the coming of the Christ-child. It seemed to take a long time,
especially for someone in 4th or 5th grade who was familiar with the calendar and
counting down the days.

As someone who's been circling the sun for more than a handful of years now, I
find myself still waiting anxiously for Christmas day. The problem is that thanks
to our commercial society, the Christmas preparations seem to start as soon as
the pumpkins are tossed on the heap. So, I find myself waiting and a bit worn out
at times by the time we celebrate Christ's birth.
Jeremiah lived about 570 years before Jesus was born. In our verse today, he's
telling the Israelites that "The time is coming..." and they should look forward to a
descendant of David's to "...do what is just and right in the land."
For the Israelites, they had no idea they'd be waiting another 570 years for the
Messiah. Just think if they'd started rolling out the Christmas decorations and
planning when Jeremiah wrote these words! I'm thinking, like some of us, they're
wondering whether Jesus is going to arrive, FINALLY?! And maybe they get busy
with their everyday existence and forget about the prophecy. Then suddenly one
night, the star and angels appear to the people, telling the world that Jesus is here!

As we prepare for Christ's arrival through Advent this year, let's keep in mind that
it only seems like forever before the gift of God arrives. Let's be ready and keep
looking forward to the celebration of the Messiah's arrival as a child. Don't set up
the decorations too early but prepare always. Thank goodness our Advent season
isn't 570 years long...
God you are so awesome and give us so much promise with the gift of Jesus’
arrival among the people. Help us to stay focused on Jesus and take joy
in the reason for the season. We can barely wait for the day! Amen!
Mike Vavrus

November 29, 2022

Telling Our Stories
“Then I heard the Lord’s voice saying, “Whom should I send, and who
will go for us?” I said, “I’m here; send me.” --Isaiah 6:8
Prior to my “retirement” in 2021 I was appointed for 20 years to serve as the
Conference Staff person for the Board of Ordained Ministry. It was a
remarkable and humbling experience. While there were many responsibilities,
the part of the job that I found most meaningful was leading what we call
“Inquiring Candidates Retreats.”

About three times each year the Board invites persons who are considering a
call to ministry in The United Methodist Church to a weekend retreat at Pine
Lake United Methodist Camp. As a way of helping the group get acquainted,
and to begin to explore what it means to respond to God’s Call, everyone,
including the retreat leaders, is invited to share their “Call Story” in 5 to 7
minutes.
That’s not an easy thing to do. And the more often I told my own story, the
longer it became! Over the course of 20 years, I had the privilege of hearing
over 400 “Call Stories.” They were all different. While there were often
similarities, no two stories were exactly the same. God reaches out to each one
of us individually and meets us where we are. And yet there was one common
theme to all the stories: At some point, or sometimes at many points, in each
person’s faith journey, God reached into their lives in ways that made a
difference, that brought about a change or transformation, in ways that led
each person to explore intentionally what it means to be faithful to God.
And often those attending the retreat would remark that it was in the telling of
the story of their relationship with God that God’s purpose for their lives was
made clearer to them.
The prophet Isaiah tells the story of his vision in God’s temple. I encourage you
to read all of Isaiah, chapter 6 – it’s a wonderful story. In that story God asks,
“Whom should I send, and who will go for us?” And Isaiah responds “I’m here.
Send me.” Isaiah doesn’t know where God is going to send him, but he is
willing to step out in faith and follow where God leads.
(Continued next page)

During this season of Advent and Christmas we will hear once again the stories from
Scripture which remind us how God breaks into our lives in ways we least expect,
and in the process transforms our lives in ways we could never imagine. It is in the
telling and hearing of the story that we gain new understanding of what it means to
be faithful followers of Jesus Christ.
Not everyone who attended those Inquiring Candidates Retreats became a United
Methodist clergyperson – and that’s OK. There are many ways to be in ministry in
Christ’s name. But it is my hope and belief that they all left the retreats with a
clearer understanding of what it means to discern and follow God’s leading in our
lives. And I believe that it is in the telling of our story - the story of our relationship
with God – that our own understanding of God’s purpose in our lives becomes clear.
Rev. Kevin Rice Myers

November 30, 2022

I Want to Walk as a Child of
the Light
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”
--Isaiah 9:2a (Read Isaiah 9:2-7)
“Hold on to the rail, please. You are about to experience absolute darkness.”
These were the words of our guide on a cave tour, years ago, right before she
extinguished the artificial lights. Prior to that day, I only thought I knew
what darkness was. This darkness took time for my brain to even
comprehend. Then I understood why we were to hold on to the rail. My
balance was thrown off as the visual cues that anchored me a moment before
disappeared. When the lights were restored, the whole group exhaled
together.
Never had we been so grateful for light to return. I’m not sure I’ve been
aware sometimes of the darkness I walk in until I take the time to sit in the
Lord’s presence and bask in His light. Then I am reminded of what real light
looks like and my balance is restored.

Thank you, Lord, for your Light which drives away the darkness. Amen.
Julie Schwerin

December 1, 2022

Peaceable Kingdom
“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child
shall lead them.” --Isaiah 11:6 (Read Isaiah 11:6-9)
I recently browsed through a file of Christmas cards and letters we have
sent to family and friends over the years. One of them had a sketch
interpreting “The Peaceable Kingdom;” lions and lambs; wolves, goats,
leopards, calves, and bears all live together in community. The printed
words on the card were simply: “Peace on Earth.” The greeting on another
card read “Let peace fill our hearts and our homes until it overflows into
our world.”
As I moved through the file and re-lived the years, I saw a theme. Year
after year our Christmas prayer and greeting to friends included a longing
for a peaceful world. It continues to be my prayer. Advent is a time of
waiting and anticipation. It is more than waiting for Christmas presents;
more than anticipating the parties and celebrations; more than waiting
with anticipation for a family Christmas feast. It is waiting for the coming
of the peaceable kingdom which the early readers of the Isaiah passage
heard as the coming of the Messiah.
We are waiting for Emmanuel which means “God with us.” We know that
God is with us in every act of justice and compassion. Christ is born anew
in every act of love that brings hope and new possibility. We wait with
anticipation for every nudge of the Spirit leading us to proclaim again:
“For a child is born for us…and he is named…Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
Deep peace of the running water to you. Deep peace of the flowing
air to you. Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. Deep peace of the
shining stars to you. Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.
(Words from another of our past Christmas cards)
Rev. Frank Gaylord

December 2, 2022

The Gift of Joy
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.” --Philippians 4:4-5

What emotions do you feel when you hear Christmas is coming? Do you
feel regret for committing to events that you do not want to do? Do you feel
tired because you’re running from place to place and not enjoying it, or are
you anxious because you don’t know how to get it all done in time?
These feelings can make us ungrateful and do not let us experience the joy
that comes from the reason for the celebration of Christmas. When you are
feeling frustrated, tired, and anxious talk to God. Ask God to replace those
feelings with joy. Thank God for the gift of salvation through Jesus and
recapture the joy of Christmas.
Feelings are fickle and they come and go, but joy is a choice we make.
Centering your mind on salvation through Jesus allows you to experience
joy during Christmas and to share that joy with everyone you encounter
during the Christmas Season.
Thank you, God, for giving us the grace to share the joy of
your love known to us in Jesus. Amen.
Ann Menees

December 3, 2022

What Are You
Waiting For?
“Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said, ‘Now, master,
let your servant go in peace according to your word, because my eyes
have seen your salvation. You prepared this salvation in the presence of
all peoples. It’s a light for revelation to the Gentiles and a glory for
your people Israel.’” --Luke 2:28-32
We all do our share of waiting, don’t we? Though waiting seems to be part of
the human condition, we don’t always see the point in it. And when so many
of our basic wants and needs can be satisfied practically on-demand, waiting
often makes us restless, impatient, and irritable. To cope we find ways to
distract ourselves, hoping it will make the time pass more quickly.

Waiting need not be a bothersome requirement, however. We just need to
change our mindset. These days leading up to Christmas are truly a special
opportunity to prepare ourselves for Christ’s arrival. Why do we need to
prepare for Jesus? So that we recognize his coming and are open to what his
arrival, or advent, asks of us.
Simeon and the prophetess Anna prepared themselves for the arrival of the
Promised One. Luke tells us that Simeon was moved by the Spirit to go to the
temple and that Anna was fasting and praying when the baby arrived.
Because they drew closer to God as they waited, they sensed the significance
of the moment when it arrived. Among the many passersby and onlookers
that day, only Simeon and Anna recognized the baby Jesus, and, in turn, were
ready to fulfill their purpose.
God of eternity, thank you for reminding us that these days of Advent
are a precious time to draw closer to you. Moved by your love for us,
may we also recognize and respond to opportunities to do the good
we can for others. In Jesus name, Amen.
Bill Anciaux

December 4, 2022

This Little Light of Mine
“The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone,
was coming into the world.” --John 1:9
One thing that is a challenge for me at this time of year is the diminishing
hours of daylight. The clocks recently “fell back” an hour with the ending
of daylight savings time and it is now almost dark when my workday ends
at 5:00 pm. The knowledge that the days will continue to get shorter for
weeks to come does not help. I know I am not alone in missing the longer
days of summer.
The world seems so dark in many other, more concerning, ways these
days. It is hard to watch the nightly news, or look at social media, without
feeling a growing sense of dread and anxiety. It can feel overwhelming at
times. I really like the image of Jesus coming into the world as light. Sure
seems like something the world could use right now.
During the long darker days of winter, I am going to try to be intentional
in looking for ways in which Jesus shows up as light in my life – a glowing
sunrise, candlelight, or a kind or uplifting word from another person.
Dear Lord, thank you for sending Jesus to be a light to the world.
Help me learn to reflect that light and love to others in the way I
live my life. Amen.
Amy Quaerna

December 5, 2022

Picture the Light of
Christmas
“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’” --John 8:12
Light is such an important symbol at Christmas. Christmas lights represent
hope and joy. Most of all they remind us that Jesus Christ is the light of the
world. Putting up Christmas lights is a tradition we have always enjoyed.
We love to start early to get our Christmas lights up. I am always amazed
how much light shines from those little bulbs.
There is no stumbling around in the dark when all the lights are working.
At one time, we lived in a parsonage with two big holly trees that I liked to
put lights on. I could trim them up in a Christmas tree kind of shape.
Getting lights on those trees was a huge job. I would get on a 12-foot
stepladder and start stringing them from the top. I liked to use those big,
long strands of lights.
One year I got to the top of the ladder with a well-used 200 light strand
and started to work. It went fine until I got about a third of the way down
the tree. I noticed I had a section of lights that did not work. I jiggled and
checked each dark bulb with no success. What would I do? All that work
for nothing. Finally, I decided I would wad up that section of unlit lights
and throw them into the middle of the tree. No one would notice, I
thought.
And, those unlit lights were camouflaged. That is for a while. After a windy
stormy day, those lights miraculously came on and now we had a glob of
lights right in the center of the tree. I was so upset. But it was okay.
Everyone who drove past our parsonage loved those lights.
Jesus is the one who lights our way. During this advent season may we all
be reminded that Jesus is the light of the world!
Merry Christmas!
Rev. David and Mitzi Webster

December 6, 2022

Where do you find
Emmanuel?
“When they saw that the star had stopped, they were

overwhelmed with Joy.” --Matthew 2:10

What do you think of when you think of Christmas? Maybe lights, or
nativities, or cookies, or even Santa? None of those things are wrong,
however we do have to remember the most important thing: Emmanuel,
God with us. Christmas is all about the birth of our Savior and the light He
brought into the world.
To do this we can think like the magi in Matthew chapter 2 where it says,
“They were overjoyed at seeing the star.” They were yet to see the Christ
child and they were still joyful at what led them to the Lord. We can find
the Lord in all things and those things will bring us joy and lead us to the
Lord like the magi.
The Christmas lights light our lives like Jesus does. The nativities show us a
miracle and the greatest gift we have been given or even just the simple
delicacy of the scene. The cookies are sweet and something to thank the
Lord for. Even in Santa we can look at St. Nicholas who had a devotion to
God. Wherever you look this Christmas season, remember the magi and the
joy they found in their journey to the child.
Thank you, God, for the joy that comes in knowing and loving Jesus. Amen.

Martha Guelker
12th Grade

December 7, 2022

The Importance of a Good
Snow Day
“Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky and don’t return
there without watering the earth, making it conceive and yield plants and
providing seed to the sower and food to the eater, so is my word that comes
from my mouth; it does not return to me empty. Instead, it does what
I want, and accomplishes what I intend.” --Isaiah 55:10-11
In recent years there has been some talk about eliminating snow days. Different
school districts across the country have argued for and against having these.
Following our COVID days, where virtual learning was made possible for a lot of
students, more districts have argued that snow days are no longer needed. They
can just be replaced by virtual learning days.
I think snow days are more important now than ever, and I often pray for a good
snow day during the weeks of Advent. Snow days are about the peace and the
joy we need in those last few weeks before Christmas. Children go to bed with
spoons under the pillows, flushing ice cubes down drains in anticipation that the
weatherman’s forecast will come true. Parents awake to a peaceful blanket of
white and sip their morning coffee in silence as they await the announcement
that they too can stay in their pajamas all day.
Joy and laughter abound as forts and snowmen are built in front yards across the
neighborhood. And after hours of play, children are wrapped in warm blankets
with mugs of hot cocoa for afternoon, peaceful naps.
So often, we are rushed in the weeks leading up to Christmas. That is why I pray
for a good snow day. It forces us all to stop and breathe. To take a moment to be
with our families. To appreciate the season and the people that make it special.
Maybe this Advent, you will pray for a good snow day too.
God, whether we have a snow day or not this Advent season, may we find
the moments to laugh together, embrace the joy of the season, and rest
in your peace. Amen.

Amanda Hinthorn
SPUMC Director Technology & Online Communications

December 8, 2022

Giving My Yes
“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.” --Matthew 1:24
(Read Matthew 1:18-25)
The Christmas story underwent a slight edit in 2005, the year my daughter
was to play the part of Mary in church. She was simply to sit beside Joseph
and cradle baby Jesus as the scripture was read. But when it was time for
her to go forward, she had a change of heart. She was four years old, and
well, she just didn’t want to. So, the Christmas story that year began with
baby-doll Jesus laying prone on a chair beside a bewildered Joseph. But
Joseph, as a mature 6-year-old taking on the duties of a single parent,
reached over, picked up baby Jesus and commenced rocking him.
It couldn’t have been easy for either of these Josephs to say “yes” to the
circumstances they found themselves in. But, in faith, they did. Following
their example, I hope to do the same.
Lord, whatever you ask of me, may my answer to
you always be “yes.” Amen.

Julie Schwerin

December 9, 2022

We All Have a Story to Share
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.” --Proverbs 22:6
With this year’s church theme being “Our Story,” it has been interesting to hear
again about the years from the time of John and Charles Wesley through the
subsequent history of The United Methodist Church in the world, in America and
in Sun Prairie. I think, within all that history, it just has to include the stories of
each of us, growing in our faith over the years, collectively and individually.
Here is mine to share. A long time ago, I was baptized in a small Methodist Church
in upstate NY. Of course, I don’t remember that being just an infant. In fact, I
remember very little of church during my early childhood at all. Up to that time
we scarcely, if ever, got to church, period. With farming chores every morning and
3 small children under foot, somehow my parents just never got us there.
However, when I was about 5 years old, my father was determined to attend
Easter services, no matter what. So, we scrambled around and finally made it. Of
course, we were late and had to sit on the very first pew. I only remember there
were a lot of very serious looking people there and a group of singers up front
who didn’t look so happy either. Even the man standing in front of them looked
solemn. All went well, though, till the choir got up to sing. My brother in his
sweet, 2 ½ year old innocence, stood up in our pew facing the congregation and,
with his little elbows fanned out, clamped his hands over his ears. My parents
didn’t realize this until the congregation started chuckling and then laughing. Not
sure how the choir kept singing. It was about then that I realized going to church
could be a happy event. Boy was I right!
Soon after that Easter morning, we began attending church and Sunday School on
a regular basis. How I loved hearing all those Bible stories…Moses in the Bull
Rushes, Joseph and his coat of many colors, Jonah and the Whale, David and
Goliath, Daniel in the Lion’s Den (with a puppet show to follow), and best of
all…the story of Baby Jesus and the Easter story each spring. (Continued next
page)

And along with all those stories were picnics, scavenger hunts, Halloween parties,
cookouts, and the annual Christmas programs, complete with Santa. (Remember
those little boxes of hard candies?)

Later, I discovered the joy of learning more about Jesus and working with other
like-minded Christians on many faith-filled projects, and the pure joy of singing
with choirs over the years.
So, what have I learned from all these experiences? I learned that God not only
wants us to be serious and somber and reach for Him in the hard times, but also,
he wants our worship and other experiences to be filled with joy and a happy
spirit. Also, I’ve discovered over time that being more and more involved in the life
of the church is where it’s at! And growing stronger in the faith year by year is
what makes a person complete.
When I look back, I realize how fortunate I was to have parents that led me and my
siblings into a Christian life. This blessing and worshiping with our wonderful,
caring SPUMC family continue to nurture and sustain me to this day. Thanks be to
God!!

Dear Heavenly Father, it is with gratitude that we remember those Christians
that have come before us and have led us to You and Jesus, Your Son. We
thank you for surrounding us with others who love You and are supporting
us on our continuing faith journey. Amen.
Claudia Ayers

December 10, 2022

Listen to the Lookout
“Listen! Your lookouts lift their voices; they sing out together! All the
ends of the earth have seen our God’s glory!” --Isaiah 52:8
I was nurtured in the faith at Walnut Grove UMC. Most of my relatives
attended there, too. It was located in the country on a highway, and we
had a live nativity staffed by the youth group. The guys of the church made
our stable with straw bales with a ceiling reinforced with wooden slats. It
was out of the wind but not warm – this was northwest Ohio and
December.
We posted a lookout for traffic and unless we needed to be in our places,
we huddled in the corner of our stable – the couple of sheep helped with
warmth! The lookout was a shepherd, or a wise man and he would sing
out, “Car!” when he spotted headlights. We’d scramble to our places, not
converse with the visitor, and look appropriately pious. The lookout was
listened for and heeded!
We can be lookouts – for those who need assistance; for those who need
encouragement; for those who need to be included. In this time of Advent,
may we share God’s love with all whom we meet!

Thank you, God, for putting us in places to be your lookouts so that
we may share the light of your love. Amen.
Rev. Brenda Wingfield

December 11, 2022

Abiding

“I am the vine you are the branches. Those who abide in me and
I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can
do nothing.” --John 15:5
This summer, I noticed a tree growing in a landscaped space of our yard
where lilies and other perennials grow. It grew quickly but began leaning
at an angle that intruded on a bush growing beside it. A few branches
were trimmed, and a chord attached before the chord’s stake was
secured into the ground. The tree grew with increased vitality for several
weeks until a storm moved through and blew it against the bush. The
chord remained and once again the tree was centered and staked.
I reflected on John 15:5. How many times are we living, focused on
ourselves, veering off His path for our lives? Or the challenges of life
come, and we move away from Him. Fortunately, God is bound to us even
through life’s storms and keeps us centered as we remain in him. This
season, may we be reminded of the fruit He produces in each one of us.
Thoughts for reflection…
• How is our growth hampered when we go our own way? Would the
tree reach maturity and/or hamper it growth if it grew into the
nearby bushes?
Dear Lord, thank you for your love and protection, your guidance
through your Word, your loving tugs to pull us back to center. May we
always feel your presence by remaining in you. We are grateful for all
the ways you work in our lives! Jesus, my friend, my savior. Amen.
Tom Jisa

December 12, 2022

Being a Light in the Darkness
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus
replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.” --Matthew 22:36-39
There were many times throughout my law enforcement career that I
struggled with balancing love of my neighbor with being skeptical towards
those that I perceived as scammers taking advantage of people. Since my
retirement I have been intentional in my prayers asking to be aware and
open to those in my path each day.

We are preparing for the birth of Jesus during this Advent season. God
gave us his Son to be the light of the world. How can I demonstrate the
commandment to love my neighbor as myself? Can I represent His light to
others in need? Sometimes all it might take is just opening a door, making
eye contact with a smile, saying ‘Good Morning,” or yielding to a pedestrian
crossing my path that could be the only kindness in that person’s day. And
those simple gestures didn’t cost me a dime.
I humbly suggest that we be guided by the John Wesley Prayer:
“Gracious God, help us to, Do all the Good we can, By all the Means we can,
In all the Ways we can, In all the Places we can, At all the Times we can,
To all the People we can, As long as Ever we can.” Amen.

Dave Heinle

December 13, 2022

Family Pictures
“Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed
you for the glory of God.” --Romans 15:7
Picture this:
A beloved family photo of 4 siblings; 2 boys and 2 girls ages 3-9, standing sideby-side, taken immediately following the Christmas program at our church. We
were dressed in color coordinated red and green Christmas outfits. The eldest
brother, experiencing a growth spurt, dons a red sweater and pants that seem
too short. The other brother, dressed in a sweater of Christmas green, wears
pants that are exceptionally long.
Dressed in a red dress with green tights, my camera-shy little sis clings to me,
the big sis on the end. In the “matchy, matchy” era of the 60’s, one can guess the
color of my dress and tights!
Picture this:
My siblings and I decided to reenact the photo decades later as a Christmas gift
for our parents. We returned to our home church, found the same little chairs
and the same Sunday School room where the original photo was taken, 45 years
prior. A talented relative reconstructed adult size Christmas dresses, with
gingham and rickrack, for my sister and me. As before, the eldest brother’s
trousers were hemmed just above the ankle; the younger brothers nearly
touched the floor. Such a fun surprise that delighted and amazed our parents!
Of course, photos reflect our changes in appearance as time marches on. In our
family, the younger brother in the photo identifies as a woman today. Inwardly,
she remains the same loving, compassionate human I’ve always known her to
be. Outwardly, she is my beautiful sister.
I’m grateful our family so lovingly accepts us as we are. I’m grateful our church
welcomes all. I’m grateful our Lord and Savior loves all. As humans, we change
over time. God’s steadfast love endures.
Lord, may we accept one another, just as Christ accepts us, for Your glory. Amen.
Marcia Flaherty

December 14, 2022

Reset

“Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that
we may be saved.” --Psalm 80:3
I have a collection of antique Flow Blue china that I keep on display in our
living room. The pieces are heirlooms, circa 1850’s, from my dad’s side of
the family. Over the years, I’ve haunted antique stores and added to my
little collection by purchasing blue and white transferware plates from the
early 1900’s that depict historical landmarks and events. Most of my
heirloom plates are either on the mantel or in the protected shelves of the
entertainment center.
Until recently, I had two transferware plates standing atop an antique
lawyer’s bookcase, along with a heavy, but not antique, shelf clock. When it
came time to go back to Standard time in November, the shelf clock needed
to be reset manually. Someone in my family (who was not me and shall go
unnamed) picked up this monster of a clock to reset it and accidentally
knocked one of my plates onto the floor, breaking it into eight different
pieces. Fortunately, it was not one of my heirloom pieces, but still, to see
one of my beautiful plates shattered on the floor just made me wish we
could turn back time so that it could be in one complete piece again!

Alas, only God can reset time…but isn’t that exactly what He did when He
sent Jesus? God reset the world. He sent an infant in a manger and created
a fresh start for all for us. His Christmas promise to us is that when our
souls are broken, we will be reset and made whole once again.
Father, thank you for making us fixable people. Thank you for your
steadfast love, for your belief that we are worth your effort to make
whole. Thank you, Lord, for your Christmas promise.
In the name of Jesus. Amen.
Barbara Nelson

December 15, 2022

Symbols

“The heavens declare the glory of God and the sky above
proclaims God’s handiwork.” --Psalm 19:1
In our house, we have a special tradition when it comes to our Christmas
Tree. Each year we put an ornament on our tree that symbolizes
something special that has happened during year. Our first ornament, it
was a simple glass heart celebrating our engagement.
In years to come ornaments such as a papoose was added, celebrating the
birth of Claire our oldest and a stone in the shape of Ireland, symbolizing
the wonderful summer we spent in Belfast on a pulpit exchange. But there
are also ornaments on the tree that remind us of something even more
special. They remind us of the true spirit of Christmas, such as a small
wooden manger and a large corn husk angel who sits on top of the tree.
Each in their own way remind us that God’s heavenly gift, in the form of a
child, came into the world to teach us the power of God’s everlasting and
unconditional love.
Loving God, thank you for reminders of special times and seasons
of our lives that always point us to you. Amen.

Pastor Brad Mather
SPUMC Director of Caring Ministries

December 16, 2022

Persevere
"As you know, we consider blessed those who
have persevered." --James 5:11
To Persevere: To hold onto a goal even as you face adversities in life.
I am so blessed to have built my history of faith as a Sun Prairie United
Methodist Church member. My faith journey started as a child attending
Sunday school and progressed through my confirmation as an eighth grader.
My confirmation class was the first to be confirmed in our current church
building.
Through the years that followed I found that my faith base has helped me
through the highs and lows in life. I have experienced my wedding, my
daughters’ baptisms, and confirmations, also my three grandchildren's
baptisms, and yes, several funerals of loved ones. At times of uncertainty, I
leaned greatly on my church family and the Bible passages that were
embedded in my memory from those early membership years.
A few years ago, Grace Cafe shared a book called My One Word by Mike Ascroft
& Rachel Olsen. The message was to focus on one word each year that would
bring calm and growth in your life. At the time the word 'persevere' just spoke
to me.
Life gets so busy for all of us, but by holding onto our faith with God's Grace
you can persevere through anything. I think about the Bible stories of those
who persevered by hanging onto their faith in God. How Joseph and Mary held
onto their faith as they waited for the arrival of Jesus. How Jesus persevered in
his life's journey knowing there would be an end. How if we are patient and
stand firm in our belief, the Lord is full of compassion and mercy as we
persevere.
Dear Lord, as we hold tight to our faith and persevere through this busy
Advent season, may you grant us hope, love, and peace. Amen.
Jan Thompson

December 17, 2022

Finding Meaning in Advent
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God
and the Word was God.” --John 1:1
I think there is something about the challenge of trying to figure things out that
appeals to all of us in different ways. In my family, I enjoy video games, Claire’s
mom and nana like crossword puzzles, my mom likes mystery novels, and I could
continue. There are many ways people enjoy trying to figure things out. And
when it comes to something like the Bible, people can sometimes want to figure
out the confusing/challenging/
mysterious parts. We want to know! We want to solve the mystery.
The opening to John may invite this temptation to want to solve. We hear:
“In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God
and the Word was God.” (John 1:1)
We may think we can figure out how God is the Word, what is meant by Word
(the Greek Logos can mean different but related things), or how this third
creation story gels with the first two in Genesis. But, as with many other parts in
Scripture, it would be missing the point to think there is one answer here. If
there were supposed to be, the Gospel writer wouldn’t have chosen to write in
poetry. It is a reminder that God is not for us to figure out. God is not that kind of
mystery, and instead we are given much to ponder. I believe God contains an
unending and plurality of truths.
If the 2nd Person is the reason, the meaning, the coherent-ness we can
understand, then we can take heart that God is not about meaninglessness. God is
about meaningfulness. How do you find meaning in your life? How can you find
meaning in this Advent season? In what is meaningful, we find God.
God of meaningfulness, we cannot put you in a box. There is no boundary to
who you are and what you mean to us. Guide our hearts this Advent season,
that we might be open to encountering you in meaningful ways. And may
we help others find meaning and hope in their lives. Amen.
Rev. Kory Douglass

December 18, 2022

Silent Night (and day)
Moments
“But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth be silent
before Him.” --Habakkuk 2:20
The Christmas season is many things; church events, fun gatherings, gift
giving, and cards in the mailbox, all wonderful times. Advent can also be a
time of silence, where we prepare our spirits, slowing down in our busyness
and resting in quieter times. My spirit is refreshed when I walk through
crunchy fresh snow at dusk, or gaze at a glowing Christmas tree in the dark or
listen to slower songs of the season.
In the past year I have chosen to become more mindful of moments. I often
walk in nature or sit in meditation where I observe tiny miracles all around
me. I breathe deeply and experience calm. I have started to keep a gratitude
journal and every night I write down three blessings. It can be anything; like
a great cup of coffee, a good book finished, a mercy shown. Somehow in the
noticing of our blessings, they become more easily seen. Awareness and
gratitude are attitude changers and have changed me.
The quiet slows me down to welcome Bethlehem’s baby, our King who
arrived in simplicity and humbleness. I encourage you to set apart silent, holy
moments during Advent, you will be blessed.
Gracious God, slow us down enough in this Advent season to be quiet in
your presence so that we will know the joy that is to come. Amen.
Brenda Carlson-Hahn

December 19, 2022

Hope

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.” --Isaiah 35:4a
On October 6th I lost my dog of 14 years. He was my constant companion,
working long hours with me every day, smiling such that you couldn’t help but
smile back, nudging me to give him pets that comforted me as much as they did
him, and always, always greeting me with joy when I walked in the door. Truly,
dogs are gifts from God sent to remind us that we are always loved.
My house is cold and lonely without him. So this year in particular I am struggling
to remember that Christmas is a time of hope and promise. But Isaiah, who spoke
at length about the struggles, war, famine and strife plaguing the people of Israel,
reminds us to have courage and faith: “Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the
knees that give way, say to those with fearful hearts, ‘Be strong, do not fear, your
God will come.’”
And indeed, Jesus came as Isaiah prophesied: “The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling
together, and a little child will lead them.” May we carry out that prophecy by
caring for others in difficult times and reaching out to others in the spirit of peace
and unity.
At this time of year, I also keep in mind one of my favorite poems, “Ode to the
West Wind,” written by Percy Bysshe Shelley in the 1800s. Shelley was
channeling Isaiah when he wrote that fall leaves looked like “Pestilence-stricken
multitudes” and seeds are “Each like a corpse within its grave.” What difficult
images! And yet Shelley ends the poem with the hopeful line, “Oh Wind, If Winter
comes, can Spring be far behind?”
I hope that you, like Isaiah and Shelley, will remember that however difficult life
may seem at this dark time of year and however much you’ve lost, have faith and
remember to hope, because Spring is not far behind. And, reaching out a helping
hand, providing comfort and unconditional love to those who need it, may help
make Spring feel a little less far away.
God, you provide hope when we need it most. Help us to provide hope to
others in the strength of your Spirit. Amen.
Julie Bogle

December 20, 2022

Shine

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness on
them light has shined.” --Isaiah 9:2
Author Sue Monk Kidd tells a story about when her daughter was small
and got a part in the church Christmas pageant. She got the part of the
Bethlehem star. After her first rehearsal, she came home bursting through
the door with her costume, a five-pointed star lined in shiny gold tinsel
designed to drape over her like a sandwich board. “What exactly will you
be doing in the play?” her mother asked her. “I just stand there and shine,”
her daughter answered.
Advent is that time when we are called to watch and wait for the light of
Christ to come into the darkness of our world and our lives and remember
that the coming of Christ as Emmanuel means God is with us.

It is important to remember that it is God, through Jesus the Christ that is
the light. We are not the light, but we are the reflection of the light. And
when we reflect the light of God, we offer Christ by shining as a guide to
others on their journey.
As we continue in these Advent days, may we be watching for God coming
into our midst as the light of Christ and may we reflect that light so that we
“just stand there and shine!”
Advent God, offer us the light of your presence so we may offer
Christ as the Light of the world. Amen.
Pastor Jenny Arneson
SPUMC Lead Pastor

December 21, 2022

Seasons of Change
“I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”
-- Philippians 4:13
“The only thing constant is change.” Once we accept that as truth and give
our worries to God, we can truly do all things! Advent reminds us to think
of Mary and the season of change she experienced when she learned she
was pregnant with God’s son. In Luke 2:19 we hear that after the angels
announced the wonderful news of Jesus’ birth, Mary “pondered these
things in her heart.”
If only we could just believe like Mary that God loves us so deeply, all we
need to do is give our cares to him and he will give us the strength to face
all of life’s challenges. At each season of change, I encourage you to think
of Mary, let go of your fears and trust that God will give you the strength to
truly do all things!
Dear God, thank you for sending us the greatest gift in
the world, your son Jesus Christ. In our seasons of change,
help us to let go of our worries, and simply ask you for
strength to face all things. Amen.

Jill Bandli

December 22, 2022

Starting Over
“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots
a Branch will bear fruit.” --Isaiah 11:1-10
Recently, I’ve been exploring my Scottish heritage by taking an on-line kiltmaking class from a lovely lady in Perthshire, Scotland. Our classes are
conducted twice a week over Zoom, and we work on our own during the
week. Making a tailored kilt out of ten yards of wool tartan fabric is
surprisingly complex. There are measurements and calculations and plans
that need to be made about how many pleats and where and how to
position them to achieve the best symmetry.
One of these days, I’ll have a lovely kilt in my family tartan, but not today. I
made a simple miscalculation early on. My teacher and I have decided that
I need to go back to the beginning and start over. I will be removing the 26
beautiful pleats that I have meticulously hand stitched. Then I will re-plan
and begin re-pleating.
It’s not a simple fix. It would have been easier to just move on, but
mistakes have a way of multiplying if left unchecked. Skewed pleats are
not pretty pleats. The same can be said for a skewed life. Sometimes, when
mistakes compound, we have to tear down and go back to our foundations.
It can be a humbling experience, but when we do, we can rebuild stronger
and better. Every Christmas, God invites us to humble ourselves before the
baby Jesus and go back to the basics of our faith. When we do, we become
more aligned and beautifully stitched into the life of faith God has prepared
for us.

Dear Lord, may this Christmas season reveal more of your marvelous
handiwork among your people. In Jesus’ holy name, Amen.
Barbara Nelson

December 23, 2022

Shout for Joy
“Shout triumphantly to the LORD, all the earth! Be happy!
Rejoice out loud! Sing your praises!” --Psalm 98:4
Ladies and gentlemen, it’s the most wonderful time of the year. Tis the
season to be jolly and celebrate the blessings God has given us. Tis the
season of gratitude and gift-giving and appreciating the people God has
put in our lives. Tis the season to be joyful, love others, find peace, and be
hopeful. Tis the season to buy those advent calendars to count down the
days until Christmas.
Winter is upon us, as is Christmas and Advent. It’s time to light those
Advent candles and wait for Santa to come to town. This is the season of
love and joy, a season that’s frigid but feels warm and toasty. While this
season does bring shoveling the driveway and a bit of frostbite, it also
brings presents for children, gathering with family, good tidings, and
gratitude. This season reminds us how much we must be thankful for and
allows us to forget the hustle and bustle of life and to just be present with
our loved ones.
God of blessings and seasons, in this season of Advent lead us to find
your joy, love, hope and peace. In your holy name we pray, Amen.
Addy Wenzel
12th Grader

December 24, 2022

Picture Perfect
“When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart.” --Luke 2:17-19
They are everywhere this time of year: images of “Christmas Perfection.”
The expertly orchestrated TV commercials, the beautifully captured
catalog photos, the flawlessly staged social media pictures – they all
promote impossibly high expectations and can leave us feeling
disappointed by the less-than-perfect reality of our lived experiences.
And yet… the Christmas story itself shows us how to embrace
imperfection. Considering all that transpired leading up to the birth of
Jesus, I imagine that “perfect” is not how Mary would have initially
described the experience: far from home, in a dusty animal-filled stable,
no proper bed for her, no proper crib for Jesus.

“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”
To me, this moment reveals Mary shifting her human-centered
perspective about her son’s birth to a divinely inspired acceptance. I think
we are called in this season to do the same: Allow gratitude and
acceptance to show us where miracles exist in the mundane and where
perfection lies in the imperfect.
Gracious God, help us in this season to allow gratitude to guide us to see
your miracles in the everyday happenings and imperfections of life. Amen.
Lindy Stoll

December 25, 2022

Star Child

“After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was.” --Matthew 2:9
I like Christmas music from classical to contemporary and have been
known to listen to it at any time of the year. But there is one favorite hymn
that I have never heard a recording of and if given the chance will request
singing it as part of a Christmas worship. It is “Star Child” found in the
United Methodist The Faith We Sing hymnal.
It begins: “Star Child, earth Child, go between of God, love Child, Christ
Child, heaven’s lightning rod.” The verses continue with adjectives
describing the Christ Child: street, beat, hurt, used, grown old, sad, lost,
spoiled, wise, faith. Star Child is for everyone. Singing it sends chills up
and down my spine as I contemplate the meaning and significance of the
words reminding me of “God’s stupendous sign.”
Let this refrain be our prayer this Advent season:
“This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!”
Rev. Roger Becker

December 26, 2022

Light in the Darkness
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t
extinguish the light.” --John 1:5
Now that daylight savings has passed the days are getting shorter and the
nights are getting longer, I must confess that I am one of those people
who loves light and struggles in the dark. Consequently, we are a huge
Christmas tree, exterior illumination, and candle lovers in the Douglass
household. One of my favorite moments of the Advent season is when
Kory and I turn off the overhead lights, turn on all our Christmas lights,
light all our candles and enjoy the glow of the season.

This passage from John always hits home for me this time of the year. The
truth is that our world often feels hopeless and devoid of sunlight, but
John reminds us that the light of Christ can always be found, and that
darkness will never extinguish it.
Holy God, help us to see the places that your light shines.
Lead us to be reflections of your light in this world, that all
may experience your Advent hope. Amen.
Rev. Claire Douglass
SPUMC Associate Pastor of Faith Formation

December 27, 2022

Light in the Darkness
“Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David.” --Luke 2:4
During Christmas and the whole month of December my family and I are
very busy. We have visits to relatives’ houses, shopping, school concerts
and usually long vacations a day or so after Christmas. We are always on
some sort of road trip. Reflecting on Luke chapter 2, verses 1-20, I thought
about Joseph and Mary and their journey to Bethlehem. These trips relate
to Joseph and Mary running around before the baby is born.
In this day and age, we’re very lucky to have cars to get around. Pregnant
Mary and overwhelmed Joseph, had to walk or use a donkey to get around
to try and find some shelter for Mary to give birth. So just keep in mind, as
you’re running around overwhelmed and busy, to pause and remember
the first Christmas road-trip and be thankful you don’t have to end up in a
manger.
Holy God, during the hustle and bustle of this busy season, keep us
safe in all our comings and goings and help us to remember your
greatest gift, You. In your name we pray. Amen.
Julia Elske
10th Grader

December 28, 2022

Look for the Light
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have
multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy.”
--Isaiah 9:2-3 (Read Isaiah 9:2-7)
Picture this: it was the opening of the church sanctuary in December of 2013.
Our five-year-old son Grady and three-year-old daughter Audra were dressed up
for the annual children’s Christmas program. The scent of wood was in the air
from the newly installed wooden pews. The enormous blue tarp was stretched
out over the window…Amanda Hinthorn had created a theatrical miracle in the
middle of a construction project! (A miracle in the middle of chaos? Sounds like
the birth of Jesus!)
Our entire family eagerly awaited to see Grady and Audra in the Christmas
program. We took our seats near the front of the church. Songs were sung with
hand motions. Older children read the Christmas story from the Bible. The faces
of the audience shone with happiness. In 2013, Grady gave us a performance of a
lifetime. He didn’t necessarily sing along. He didn’t pay close attention to the
readings.

What did my child do for the majority of the children’s Christmas program? He
was completely enamored with the area beneath the riser on the stage. It was a
new space! There was an urgency to look underneath–for the entirety of the
Christmas program. Grady spent the program bending over and looking beneath
the stage to see if anything was there. Grady sensed this was a critical moment
to investigate.
We, too, should think of Christmas as a meaningful moment to investigate the
light and joy and love of Jesus. God may be found in a manger in Bethlehem or
perhaps underneath the riser at Sun Prairie United Methodist Church. We just
need to have the eyes to look towards the light.
Dear God, allow us to look in unexpected places to grow in our faith.
Bring us closer to you this Christmas season. Let us experience the
light, joy, and love of Jesus this Christmas. Amen.
Hillary Lobenstein

Worship & Events
this Advent and
Christmas Season
at Sun Prairie United Methodist Church
702 North Street
Sun Prairie, WI 53590

Advent Season
Opportunities
ADVENT SEASON BEGINS:
The season of Advent will begin on Sunday, November 27th. Join
us for worship at 8:30 or 10:45 am in the sanctuary or livestream,
which is available through our YouTube channel or our church
website at sunprairieumc.org. Our Advent theme is Picture This.
Each week in worship, we will picture the Hope, Peace, Joy and
Love of the coming of Jesus the Christ child.
ADVENT STUDY:
Our Advent Study will be The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God's
Voice in Advent. This four-week study by Susan Robb explores the
four angelic visits surrounding the birth of Jesus.
The study will explore the visits of Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and
the shepherds and dive deep into the history of the angel Gabriel
and other angels in the Old Testament. Come discover how the
messages of the angels held meaning for people of the past and
hold meaning for us today.
Pastor Jenny will teach the Advent study on Wednesdays from
noon to 1 pm in the Chapel, beginning November 30th. Pastor
Brad will teach the study on Sundays from 9:45-10:30 am in the
Conference Room, beginning November 27th. Our Friday morning
Grace Cafe group and the Saturday morning Men's Group will also
be sharing in this Advent study.
Please contact our church office to sign-up for a class and order the
Advent study book. Call 608/837-5554 or email Laura at:
lmeixner@sunprairieumc.org.

Advent Season
Opportunities
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:
Our Children’s Christmas program will be shown in worship on
Sunday, December 11th during Children’s Time and available to watch
online through our church website and YouTube channel any time
after December 11th. This is a wonderful opportunity to share our
children’s Christmas program with relatives and friends wherever
they live.

DRIVE THROUGH LIVE NATIVITY:
Journey with Mary and Joseph to the stable in Bethlehem and witness
the miracle of the first Christmas on December 17th from 5:30-7 pm.
Scenes vividly brought to life by members of the Sun Prairie United
Methodist Church. Hot chocolate will be served.

LONGEST NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE:
For many of us, Christmas is a difficult time of year. Perhaps this year
has been made more difficult if a loved one has died, you are having
challenging family relationships, struggling with addiction, physical or
mental illness, stress, or feeling deeply the pain of what is happening
in our world. This service is a quiet, meditative worship service that
will offer the opportunity to remember, share your hurting places
with God and move toward healing so that your heart might be
prepared for the birth of Christ. This service will take place online on
December 21st at 5 pm or any time after. The service will include
Scripture readings, lighting of candles, music and Holy Communion.

CHRISTMAS CANTATA:
The third Sunday of Advent, December 18th will be our Christmas
Choir Cantata. Join us in worship at 8:30 or 10:45 in the sanctuary or
on the livestream and listen to our Chancel Choir offer beautiful music
of the season.

Helping Our Community
During Advent
SPIRIT OF GIVING:
Beginning on Sunday, November 20th, we will have the Spirit of
Giving tree in the church Narthex. You may take a tag from the tree
or call the church office (608/837-5554) to get a tag. Then
purchase the gift indicated on the tag for a child in our community.
Return your gift to the church by Sunday, December 4th.

ADVENT FOOD DRIVE:
Food and personal care items can be brought to the church
parking lot on Saturday, December 10th between 9-11 am or bring
items with you to church on Sunday, December 11th.

ST. NICHOLAS FUND:
The legend of St. Nicholas says that over 200 after the birth of
Jesus, a boy named Nicholas was born in Patara, Turkey. His
parents had heard about Jesus Christ and raised Nicholas as a
Christian. Nicholas grew to be a wealthy man and decided to give
his wealth to those in need. He did this at night by dropping coins
through open windows in the homes of the needy. Later, the early
Christian Church declared him a Saint.
In the spirit of gift giving to those who need a little extra help this
Christmas, the SPUMC St. Nicholas Fund is used to assist members
and friends of our church during the Christmas season and
throughout the year at the discretion of Pastor Jenny and the staff.

Helping Our Community
During Advent
FOOD PANTRY CONCERT:
Friday, December 2nd at 7:00 pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Come listen to wonderful Advent and Christmas music from area
churches and choirs. An offering will be taken to support the Sun
Prairie Emergency Food Pantry.

ADVENT OFFERING:
During the weeks of Advent, we will be collecting children’s socks
and under garments to be shared with families in need at our
partner school, Northside Elementary and with Shelter from the
Storm, a safe place for women and children in Sun Prairie. You may
bring items to church anytime during Advent.

Christmas Worship
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES:
Join us on Christmas Eve, December 24th, for worship in the
church sanctuary or on the livestream at 5 pm, 7 pm and 9 pm. Our
5 pm worship will feature music from our Christmas Eve Band.
The Chancel Choir will offer music at our 7 pm worship and our
bell choir will offer music at 9 pm. Holy Communion will be shared
at the 9 pm worship service. The livestream may be accessed
through our church website at sunprairieumc.org or through our
YouTube Channel.

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP:
We will have one worship service at 10 am on Christmas Day,
Sunday, December 25.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023 WORSHIP:

We will have one worship service at 10 am on New Year’s Day.

