Sun Prairie United Methodist Church
2023 Narrative Budget

G. R. O. W.
Gratitude ~ Relationships ~ Our Story ~ Worship

The ties that bind us as the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church have held strong for over175
years, since 1845 when 11 people formed a ‘Methodist Class,’ which formed the church. Our first
church was built in 1867 at the corner of Cliff Street and Columbus Street. In 1962, our current
church was built.
Many changes and additions have taken place to our church building and ministry, which are part
of our story, all for the purpose of growing and sharing our faith.

When the coronavirus pandemic struck in 2020 we never stopped being the church as the body of
Christ. We have creatively adapted our worship and ministries to meet the needs of God’s people
and continue to be both a church, in person and online.

N

umbers play an important role in how we G.R.O.W. as the Sun Prairie
United Methodist Church. The following numbers make a positive
impact in how we G.R.O.W. and keep our story growing.

“So let us not
grow weary in
doing what is
right, for we
will reap at
harvest time, if
we do not give
up.” ~Galatians 6:9

Hundreds

The number of drive-thru meals served at the community Sunshine Supper. SPUMC prepares the meal four
times a year, preparing nearly 400 meals each time.

900

The number of Easter eggs filled with treats hidden for our children to hunt at a community egg hunt.

32

The number of Lent-in-a-Bag packages filled with items to have a meaningful Lent.

150

The number of Star Words handed out on Epiphany to guide us through the year.

125

The number of children and youth supported by SPUMC as part of the community Spirit of Giving gifts at
Christmas time.

82

The average number in attendance at our outdoor parking lot summer worship services.

75

The number of children, youth mentors and adult helpers from the church and community, participating in
Vacation Bible School

20

The number of Confirmation Study Bibles given to our Confirmation students.

$9,500

Amount given by SPUMC for disaster relief around our country and world through the United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), and to help people in the midst of war in Ukraine.

202

The number of total financial pledges in 2021.

$9,000

The total amount of scholarships awarded to high school and college students through our many scholarship
funds.

14

The number of Baptisms at SPUMC in 2021.

G

R
O

ratitude: Even though 2020 was the year the Pandemic began, it was our year of Gratitude and the year we
celebrated our 175th year of being a faith community in Sun Prairie, we have much to be grateful for:
•

We are grateful that we have the technology to be both a worshipping church online, on television and
in-person.

•

We are grateful for our staff and many volunteers, who continue to make ministry happen every day of the week.

•

We are grateful that our church building is a safe and welcoming place for community groups to gather.

elationships: 2021 was our year to focus on relationships. Part of growing in our love of God is being in relationship
with one another. Building relationships at SPUMC comes through:
Building relationships also happens through living out our
• Multiple ways to share in fellowship
vows of Baptism to raise our children in the life of the
• A variety of small groups
church.

•

Grief Support & Education group

•

LOGOS Ministry

•

Church School for all ages

•

Youth & Young Adult Ministries

•

A variety of prayer teams

•

Confirmation for our youth with mentors

•

Prayer cards sent each week

•

Mission Experiences

•

Birthday cards sent each week

•

•

Various Facebook groups

Family Ministries: driveway picnics and safe in-person
events for families to gather

•

XYZ—Xtra Years of Zest Fellowship for those over 55

•

In-person and virtual Vacation Bible School

ur story includes: In 2022, we focused on Our Story. A big part of Our Story is being a Reconciling congregation
that answers the call of Jesus to love our neighbor by embracing every person as a full participant in our church
family, including people of all ages, nations, races, abilities, sexual orientations, and gender identities. Our story
includes sharing our own faith stories and engaging the community and world through outreach and missions:

W

•

Celebrating 175 plus 2 years of being a faith
community

•

Personal faith story sharing

•

Recording the telling and acting out of Old
Testament stories

•

Sunshine Supper

•

Monthly collections of food &
personal hygiene items to support Sun Prairie
Food Pantry, River Food Pantry, and
Northside School

•

Shelter from the Storm Ministries

•

Stuff the Bus

•

Spirit of Giving Christmas gifts

•

Faith in Action Days

•

Support of our neighbor, Northside
Elementary School

•

Support of those in need of assistance with
essentials like groceries and gasoline

•

Support of our United Methodist Camps

orship: In 2023, we move into a year of focusing on worship. We worship in a variety of forms
and styles as the cornerstone of how we connect as the people of God and grow in our faith.
Sharing in the sacraments of Baptism and Communion are a means of God’s grace that are shared
as a faith community, even at home.

•

Quality worship experiences and resources online and inperson for adults, youth and children

•

Creative worship experiences including: Outdoor summer worship; Animal Blessing; a drive-thru Live Nativity

•

Worship at the senior living facilities in our
community

•

Celebration of milestones in worship including:
Graduation, Confirmation, the presentation of
Preschool Tote Bags, Third Grade and
Confirmation Bibles, new members joining, and
Baptisms

#BeUMC Rally Day

Vacation Bible School

Spirit of Giving

Youth Group

Your annual investment in our faith community makes our ministry possible. Our combined gifts will
further our SPUMC vision, “To be a welcoming home where we share God’s love.”
As you pray about your financial stewardship toward our church ministry, consider making your offering
through Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT). Giving electronically allows your offering to come consistently to
the church and allows us to budget more efficiently.

Budget for 2023
Giving Guide
Income

1.5%

5%

10%

Ministry Resources

$ 31,700

Building & Grounds

$ 94,593

$40,000 $600

$2,000 $4,000

Office Operations

$ 21,438

$60,000 $900

$3,000 $6,000

Personnel

$ 492,750

UM Connectional Giving

$ 88,176

Total

$ 728,657

$80,000 $1,200 $4,000 $8,000

Middle School Youth and Leaders

Men’s Group
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