
CONFIRMATION

SUN PRAIRIE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Dear God, Help me to....
“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the 
ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you 
can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”

A BIG THANK YOU
• Confirmation Mentors & Parents
• Thank you to Sarah Smith for being our Mentor sub.
• Thank you to Elaine Jellings, Janelle Peterson, Ann

Menees, Brenda Wingfield and Jim, Jack Nelson &
Dorsanne Stark for working in the kitchen to provide us
with great meals every Wednesday!

• Thank you to Elaine Jellings for being the Kitchen
Coordinator.

• Kirby and Amy Davidson and Mike and Mallory Hartman
for purchasing our Confirmation Bibles in memory of their
son and brother, Ryan.

• Thank you to Megan Davis, Karen Dwyer, Geb Lefeber,
Carrie Ledden, Mike Vavrus, Lucie Yaba and Elaine
Jellings for helping with our confirmation retreat

• Lucie Yaba for being a part of confirmation during her
Student Internship.

• Thank you to Bruce Nissly for coming in to talk to our class
about Prison Ministry.

• Thank you to Elaine Jellings for the palm crosses in
memory of her husband, Dick Jellings.

• Thank you to Terry Twedell for the “You are Not Alone”
rocks in memory of her husband Pete Twedell.

• Thank you to Nancy Schmitt for designing this booklet
and the video!

• Thank you to the Knit Pray group for making Prayer
Shawls for each confirmand in their favorite color and
praying for that student during the year.

• Thank you to Laura Meixner for all of the prep work she
did this year to help us get ready for confirmation each
week

JOHN WESLEY PRAYER

APRIL 10, 2022



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(written by 2022 Confirmation Class)

We believe we experience God through everything as

everything is God’s creation. We connect to God through

family, friends and animals. God gives us the strength to

do all things and is our backbone in life. God helps bring

communities together to help other people. We believe

we can find God in odd and beautiful spaces and that

God hears our prayers of need and gratitude.

We believe that Jesus led by example to give us hope

and reassurance for life to come and is our blueprint of a

fulfilled life. Jesus’ life teachings give guidance, hope and

pave the path of love through simple acts of kindness.

Jesus teaches us to live every day loving others and

taught us to be grateful and not judge others.

We are thankful for the Holy Spirit that guides us. The Holy

Spirit inspires our creativity and gives us a feeling of

connection to others and to God. The Holy Spirit is love,

compassion and forgiveness and is God’s power in

action. The Holy Spirit is the connecting glue between us

and our faith. The presence of the Holy Spirit is hard to

ignore.

We believe Scripture is our guide in our journey to love our

neighbors, focus on the present and show how to choose

love over hate. Scripture is a baseline for everything we

try and gives us hope when we need it most. The Bible

teaches us stories that can change our perspective and is

the cornerstone of our faith.

The act of helping others shows faith. Our faith is an

anchor as we live our lives and our lives wouldn’t be the

same without faith.

This is our story of faith. Thanks be to God. Amen



2022 CONFIRMANDS 
AND MENTORS

CONFIRMANDS MENTORS
Tian Brooks Julie Bogle

Kenneth Brown Mike Vavrus

Teegan Davis Kellye Walker

Olivia Dempsey Lindsay Pothof

Gavin Denning Russ Abarr

Cole Dwyer Mike Bandli

Luke Egan Bill Anciaux

Julia Elske Lindy Stoll

Isaac Flood Ken Kempfer

Connor Giese Georgi Schwandt

Catherine Hinthorn Hillary Lobenstein

Kendra Jackson Ali Armstrong

Grant Klinkner Eric Guelker

Greg Klinkner Dave Heinle

Clare Krause Pat Cook

Jack Krause Corey Sanders

Maecie Ledden Geb Lefeber

Lucas Martin Ben Stoll

Chase Rimrodt Rick Mulhern

Noah Wenzl Robert Brose



CONFIRMATION LEADER
Pastor Jenny Arneson

CONFIRMATION MENTOR 

SUBSTITUTE
Sarah Smith

CONFIRMATION ASSISTANTS
Deb Mulhern & Claire Douglass 



Baptized: Algoma Blvd United Methodist Church, 

Oshkosh WI

Bible Verse - Matthew 5:14-16: You are the light of the

world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on

the lampstand and it gives light to all in the house. In

the same way, let your light shine before others, so that

they may see your good works and give glory to your

Father in heaven.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Animal Life

Affirmation of Faith: I believe God hears my prayers of

need and gratitude. I know he will always be here. To

serve other people is Jesus’ teaching of giving and

getting. He has taught me to be grateful and not judge

others.

Confirmation Mentor: Julie Bogle

TIAN BROOKS
Parents: Nathan & Alissa Brooks

Also participating in our Confirmation 
Class this year was Kenneth Brown

KENNETH BROWN
with Mentor, Mike Vavrus



Baptized: June 2007, St. Albert Catholic Church

Bible Verse – Philippians 2:2-4: May my joy complete: be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition
or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests,
but to the interests of others.”

Social Principle Essay Topic: Suicide

Affirmation of Faith: I believe God communicates his good
word through his children and pushes for love to speak
over hate. I believe Jesus’ life teachings give guidance,
hope, and pave the path of love through simple acts of
kindness. I believe that the Holy Spirit is not a person, but a
feeling of connection to others and God, and an anchor

to the kindness we work to show to others in our lives. I
believe that scripture is our guide in our journey to love our
neighbors, focus on the present, and show how to choose
love over hate.

Confirmation Mentor: Kellye Walker

TEEGAN DAVIS
Parents: Tim & Megan Davis

Baptized: 2007, Sun Prairie United Methodist Church

Bible Verse – Genesis 7:2: Then the Lord said to Noah,
“Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have

seen that you alone are righteous before me in this

generation.”

Social Principle Essay Topic: Poverty

Affirmation of Faith: We believe in God and the Holy

Spirit, who helps us in times of need when we are

struggling with certain aspects of our lives. We can truly
feel the Holy Spirit if we allow it when we go to worship

when we do acts of good. The presence of the Holy

Spirit is hard to ignore. We believe in the teachings of

Jesus Christ, that he teaches us to be selfless people, to

do acts of good, and to give just as much as we

receive. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Confirmation Mentor: Robert Brose

NOAH WENZL
Parents: Joel & Amy Wenzl



Baptized: May 2008, Vine Congregational, United Church 

of Christ, Lincoln, NE 

Bible Verse – Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious about

anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the

peace of God which transcends all your understanding

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Death Penalty

Affirmation of Faith: I believe I see God through the

church ministry and all of my support at home. I believe

that Jesus’ life and teachings guide me through my

decisions and everyday life. I believe the Holy Spirit is

love, compassion and forgiveness. Much more than that,

but that’s what sticks out to me. I believe scripture/bible

affects my life by teaching me life lessons and guiding

me through God’s word.

Confirmation Mentor: Lindsay Pothof

OLIVIA DEMPSEY
Parents: Cindy & Tom Jisa, Clancy & Kris Dempsey

Baptized: 2007, Sun Prairie United Methodist Church

Bible Verse – Philippians 4:13: I can do all things though
Christ who strengthens me.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Gambling

Affirmation of Faith: I believe in the Creator God and

Jesus, the one that taught us. He cares for all. I am
thankful for the Holy Spirit that guides me. Your word

teaches me stories to change my perspective.

Confirmation Mentor: Rick Mulhern

CHASE RIMRODT
Parents: Mike & Heather Rimrodt



Baptized: April 2018, Roscoe United Methodist Church, 
Roscoe IL

Bible Verse – Psalm 108:1-4: My heart is steadfast, O God,
my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make melody. Awake,
my soul! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn. I

will give thanks to you, O LORD, among the peoples, and I
will sing praises to you among the nations. For your
steadfast love is higher than the heavens, and your
faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Human Sexuality

Affirmation of Faith: I believe that God inspires me through
music of all forms. God gives me unique gifts. Jesus' life
motivates me to do something meaningful with my own.

His teachings act as a guide for my life. The Holy Spirit is an
anchor in my faith providing guidance and connecting
me to God. Scripture is the cornerstone of my faith
reminding me of the best ways to live. My life wouldn't be
the same without faith. Amen.

Confirmation Mentor: Russ Abarr

GAVIN DENNING
Parents: Matt & Dina Denning

Baptized: November 2007, Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 

Sun Prairie, WI

Bible Verse – Philippians 4:6 : Don’t be anxious about
anything; rather, bring up all of your requests to God in

your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Death Penalty

Affirmation of Faith: I believe in the Creator God and

Jesus, the one that taught us. He cares for all. I am

thankful for the Holy Spirit that guides me. Your word

teaches me stories to change my perspective.

Confirmation Mentor: Ben Stoll

LUCAS MARTIN
Parents: Benjamin & Tamara Martin



Baptized: June 2007, Sun Prairie United Methodist Church

Bible Verse - Joshua 1:9:  
I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do
not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Gambling

Affirmation of Faith: I believe that God is my backbone in
life. He is my comforter through sad times, he will guide me
through challenging and rough times. He will be my light
and celebrate me in good times. I believe in Jesus Christ
to be my teacher. He teaches me to live a strong and
steadfast life through faith. I believe that the Holy Spirit is

always in my presence. I believe that this presence is
God’s way of always being with me. I believe the Bible
teaches me how to live my life through its teachings and
stories. I know I can go to the Bible for valuable and useful
advice. Finally, I can come to the Bible for words of
inspiration, encouragement, and guidance. Thanks be to
God. Amen.

Confirmation Mentor: Mike Bandli

COLE DWYER
Parents: Patrick & Karen Dwyer

Baptized: November 2007, The Village Presbyterian 

Church of Northbrook, IL

Bible Verse – Ephesians 4:29: Let all your words be good
and helpful so that it lifts others up, and benefits those

who need it.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Women’s Rights

Affirmation of Faith: I believe I can find God in odd and

beautiful spaces, that Jesus is my blueprint of a fulfilled

life, and that the Holy Spirit is my connecting glue

between me and parts of faith. These positive

influences are how I should take life as they did yet find

my path in their light. This I believe.

Confirmation Mentor: Geb Lefeber

MAECIE LEDDEN
Parents: Todd & Carrie Ledden



Baptized: March 16, 2022 at Sun Prairie United Methodist 

Church

Bible Verse – Romans 8:38-39: For I am convinced that

neither death, no life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our

Lord.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Human Sexuality

Affirmation of Faith: I believe I experience God through

everything as everything is God’s creation. I believe

Jesus’ teaching calls me to love and cherish others. I

know God will always love me. The Holy Spirit allows me

to understand the Word of God, which guides me

through my life.

Confirmation Mentor: Bill Anciaux

LUKE EGAN
Parents: Paul & Erin Egan

Baptized: December 2007, Sun Prairie United Methodist 

Church

Bible Verse – Isaiah 40:31: …those who hope in the Lord

will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like

eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk
and not be faint.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Animal Life

Affirmation of Faith: I believe that I connect with God

through my family, friends, and animals. I believe that if

you trust yourself and trust in God, you can inspire

others. God has inspired me through all of his creations.

From majestic mountains, to eagles soaring on the

horizon, when I look around, I feel peace knowing He is

all around me. I trust in Jesus, who was sent by God to

guide and protect us. Jesus led by example to give us

hope and reassurance for life to come.

Confirmation Mentor: Corey Sanders

JACK KRAUSE
Parents: Ryan & Katie Krause



Baptized: 2009, Sun Prairie United Methodist Church

Bible Verse – Psalm 46:1-2a: God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we

will not fear, though the earth should change.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Oppression of Women

Affirmation of Faith: I believe God is my source of

strength when times get hard. I believe Jesus sacrificed

his life for us, and that teaches me that I should live my

life like him. I believe God’s Holy Spirit is in my heart

when I’m out doing good for the community. I believe

the Bible gives me hope when I need it most. I believe

the trinity can serve as a source of truth and peace as I

go through life.

Confirmation Mentor: Lindy Stoll

JULIA ELSKE
Parents: Lyle & Jenny Elske

CLARE KRAUSE
Parents: Ryan & Katie Krause

Baptized: December 2006, Lake Edge United Church of Christ

Bible Verse – 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: Love is patient, love is kind. It

does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it

keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but

rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always

hopes, always perseveres.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Rural Life

Affirmation of Faith: I believe in God, the Father almighty. I

believe he is the creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus

Christ, the Son of God. I believe he was born of the Virgin Mary. I

believe he died, that he descended into hell and on the third

day, arose from the dead. He sits at the right hand of God, the

Father almighty. I believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s power in

action. I believe God wants us, humans, to live in harmony with

nature and seek to learn its wise and mysterious ways, for it

leads us towards an appreciation of God’s glory. I believe that

my appreciation of nature, being an active part of the church,

and learning the ways of the Bible have led to a change in my

faith and view of God.

Confirmation Mentor: Pat Cook



Baptized: October 2007, Oregon United Methodist 

Church

Bible Verse – Ephesians 6:13: Therefore take unto you

the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Rights of Young People

Affirmation of Faith: "I believe God is all knowing. He

works through the people around us. I believe we show

faith through helping others and that is us conveying

God's will. The act of helping others shows faith, be that

through the church or an act of kindness you may

commit during your day. Acts of faith are what shows

God's will to ourselves and to others."

Confirmation Mentor: Ken Kempfer

ISAAC FLOOD
Parents: Jared & Michelle Flood

GREGORY KLINKNER
Parents: Curt & Gwen Klinkner

Baptized: Sun Prairie United Methodist Church

Bible Verse – 1 Peter 4:10: Each of you should use

whatever gift you have received to serve others, as

faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Abortion

Affirmation of Faith: I believe God is here to bring

communities together to help other people.

Confirmation Mentor: Dave Heinle



Baptized: April 2007, Sun Prairie United Methodist 

Church

Bible Verse – Philippians 4:7: I can do all things through
God who strengthens me.

Social Principle Essay Topic: The Environment

Affirmation of Faith: I believe as it says in my favorite

Bible verse Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through
God who strengthens me.” This tells me that everything I

do God is going to watch me and help me through it.

And God will give us the strength to do all things.

Confirmation Mentor: Georgi Schwandt

CONNOR GIESE
Parents: Chris & Abby Giese

GRANT KLINKNER
Parents: Curt & Gwen Klinkner

Baptized: Sun Prairie United Methodist Church

Bible Verse – Proverbs 19:17: Whoever is kind to the
poor lends to the Lord and will be repaid in full.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Gay Marriage

Affirmation of Faith: I believe that God sustains and

guides me throughout the day. I believe that Jesus

helps me better serve others. I believe that the Holy

Spirit inspires my creativity.

Confirmation Mentor: Eric Guelker



CATHERINE HINTHORN
Parents: Dale & Amanda Hinthorn

Baptized: July 2009, Monona United Methodist Church

Bible Verse – Psalm 119:32: I will run in the path of your
commandments, for you will enlarge my heart.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Science

Affirmation of Faith: I believe… That we are called to

inspire people. That we should help those in need. That

the least of us are the greatest of us. That faith is an

anchor as we live our lives. That scripture is a baseline

for everything we try. That faith only exists as something

for us to grab on to, to center us, to give us hope, to

help us conquer turmoil, to get us through.

Confirmation Mentor: Hillary Lobenstein

Baptized: September 2007, First United Methodist 
Church, Madison, WI

Bible Verse – Isaiah 41:10: Fear not, for I am with you;

be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous

right hand.

Social Principle Essay Topic: Social Community

Affirmation of Faith: I see God everywhere . . . when I’m

at church, when I’m volunteering, or just spending time

with my family. Through the Scripture, Jesus teaches me

to live every day loving others. God’s Holy Spirit is

always with me in everything I do, while guiding me

through tough times.

Confirmation Mentor: Ali Armstrong

KENDRA JACKSON
Parents: Wayne and Sarah Smith


