
Celebrate the Season 
Advent Theme:  Stable Relationships 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Our Children’s Christmas program will be online this year and 
promises to be meaningful and entertaining.  Our children in 
preschool through 5th grade will share The True Story of the 12 
Days of Christmas.  Enjoy this Christmas program online any time 
after 2 pm on Sunday, December 5th.  Join us for a watch party at 
church at 2 pm on December 5th.  This will include activities for 
families along with watching the program together. 
 
 

Advent Collection 
Throughout Advent we are collecting socks and underwear for 
Sunshine Place and the YWCA.  The YWCA is the largest single low-
income housing agency for women in Dane County. They have an 
emergency shelter for families with children as well as women 
fleeing domestic violence.  Sunshine Place helps people in need in 
the Sun Prairie area.   
 
Please bring donations (any size) during Advent and look for the 
display area in the church narthex.  
 
 

Drive-Thru Live Nativity 
Capture the Christmas spirit by visiting our Drive-Thru Live 
Nativity in the church parking lot on Saturday, December 18th 
from 5:30-7:30 pm.   Grab your family, hop in the car, and sip a hot 
beverage as you listen to Christmas music and view scenes that 
recount the events that led up to Jesus’ miraculous birth in the 
manger. You’ll see Caesar Augustus, Joseph & Mary, shepherds, and 
angels as well as live animals bringing the experience to life as you 
slowly drive past six scenes inspired by scripture.   
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Forward 
 
The four weeks of the Advent season are a time of waiting and preparing 
for the coming of the Christ child as Emmanuel, which means God with us.  
The themes for each week of Advent are Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy.  Our 
2021 Advent theme is Stable Relationships. When we bring the hope, 
peace, love, and joy of Christ into our lives and our relationships, we are 
reminded of the stable of the Christ child’s birth and those gifts offer any 
relationship stability.   
 
After the 2020 Advent, Christmas Eve and Christmas season being virtual 
and worshipping and gathering online, we are looking forward to 
gathering in-person this season. Part of the sacred traditions of the 
Advent and Christmas season are gatherings, festive lights, candles 
glowing in windows, holiday foods, and gift-giving and receiving.  In the 
midst of all that makes the season sacred and special, may we take daily 
time to ponder the Advent gift of God coming into our midst. God’s coming 
is not just something that happened long ago but becomes a reality every 
time we grow our relationship with God and one another through our 
prayers, our worship, our care of others, and our service in God’s world. 
 
We hope that you will use this devotional, created from the hearts of our 
Sun Prairie United Methodist Church family, as a guide through your own 
Advent journey. May God bless our journey through Advent together and 
fill us with the hope, love, peace and joy of God’s coming among us as the 
Christ child! 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free. 

From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art. 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

 
 

--Jenny Arneson, Lead Pastor 
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Celebrate the Season 
Advent Theme:  Stable Relationships 

 

Advent Study 
Join us for our four-week Advent Study in-person or online on 
Sundays at 9:45 am beginning November 28 or on Wednesday at noon 
beginning December 1.  We will use the book, The Heart that Grew 
Three Sizes:  Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch, by Matt Rawle.  
We all long for relationships that are steady and stable and the story 
of the Grinch can connect with us in our own relationships.  We will 
explore the faith themes of this classic Christmas story. 
 
 

The Giving Tree 
Each year our church partners with the Sunshine Place to provide 
Christmas gifts to over 100 children in need in our community.  The 
giving tree will be up in our church narthex the week of November 
21st with gift tags for the children.  Please bring gifts back to the 
church, unwrapped and place them under the tree with the tag 
attached.  Gifts are due back to the church by Sunday, December 5th. 
 
 

The Saint Nicholas Fund 
Around 260 years after the birth of Jesus a boy named Nicholas was 
born in Patara, Turkey.  His parents had heard about Jesus Christ and 
raised Nicholas as a Christian.  Nicholas was a wealthy man and 
decided to give his wealth to those in need.  He did this at night by 
dropping coins through an open window in the home of the needy.  
Later the early Christian Church declared him a Saint.  
 
In the spirit of gift giving to those in need, the SPUMC St. Nick Fund is 
used to assist members and friends of our church this Christmas 
season and throughout the year at the discretion of the Pastor and 
staff.  Please mark your gift ‘St. Nicholas Fund.’ 
 

Continued on Page 44 
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Worship this Advent & 
Christmas Season  

at Sun Prairie United Methodist Church 
 
 

Our Advent & Christmas season offers a wide variety of  
worship services for you and your family.  Join us at  

SPUMC and online for a wonderful season of worship!   
Online Worship at www.sunprairieumc.org 

 

November 28-December 19 
Sunday Advent Worship at 8:45 & 10:45 am in the Sanctuary 

Online Worship any time after 5 pm on Saturdays 
 

Longest Night Service 
Tuesday, December 21, online any time after 4 pm 

This service is a quiet, meditative worship that includes  
the reading of scripture, music and the lighting of candles.   
This worship offers time to remember the hurting places  
in our lives and move toward healing so that our hearts  

might be prepared for the birth of Jesus. 

 

Friday, December 24 
Worship for Families & Children, online any time after noon 

Online Christmas Eve Worship, any time after 3 pm 

5 pm – Christmas Eve Worship with Band Music in the Sanctuary 

7 pm – Christmas Eve Worship with Chancel Choir, Heaven’s 
Handbells and Communion in the Sanctuary 

 

First Sunday after Christmas, December 26 
One Sunday Worship Service at 9:30 am 

Online Worship any time after 5 pm on Saturday, December 25 
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December 30, 2021 

Strength 
 

I hereby command you:  Be strong and courageous.  
Do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God  

is with you wherever you go.  
--Joshua 1:9 

 
There are many times in your life when you will be given the opportunity 
to go outside of your comfort zone. I was given the opportunity one 
summer to go on a five-day backpacking trip. God presented me with this 
opportunity, but I did not perceive it that way. I did end up going on the 
trip and I grew so much knowing God was with me. God calls upon us to 
use the strength he gives us to be strong and courageous, by presenting 
opportunities. Many people do not see these and turn away from the 
challenge. We should all try to see the times God gives us the opportunity 
to grow, with the security of knowing God is with you wherever you go.  
 
Gracious God, let others take these opportunities you present in our 
everyday lives and flourish with them. Thank you for explaining that 
growth doesn't happen in your comfort zone but in the times, you 
leave it. We appreciate the security you provide for us as we take on 
challenges and learn more about ourselves and our faith. Amen 
 

--Maecie Ledden, Confirmation Student 

 

  November 28, 2021 

Putting the Stable in 
Relationships 

 

…the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for 
those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned. 

--Matthew 4:16 
 
We all go through times in life that we might call our own “dark night of 
the soul.”  It is hard to believe in the dark.  Finding our way through the 
darkness requires us to have markers along the way.  We need those signs 
that remind us that we are not alone. Sometimes that may be another 
person that assures us of their presence; or it might be words of a phrase 
or song that speak of goodness and the reassurance of life itself. 
 

One such sign was found in a small house in Germany after World War II.  
The home had been a “safe house” for hiding Jews trying to flee the 
horrors of the German death camps. These words had been scratched into 
the baseboard in one of the bedrooms. 
 

“I believe in the sun when it does not shine.  I believe in love when 
I cannot feel it.  I believe in God when God does not speak.”  

 

Often, the word that inspires, the witness that encourages us, the marker 
that points the way, can come to us from the darkness itself.  In turn, our 
own “dark night of the soul” will often turn into a handhold, a marker, 
and a sign along the way for another who travels the darkness. 
 

One of the assurances of Advent is that God still comes into the darkness 
of humanity and the events of this world and transforms lives. This 
transforming presence has come to us through Jesus the Christ.  When we 
can picture that the coming of Jesus into our lives began in a humble 
stable, it may be the sign or marker we need to remind us that God is with 
us in all the seasons of our lives and in all our relationships. 
 

Loving God, thank you for the stable that reminds us of the birth of 
Jesus the Christ that is a sign of your presence with us in our 
relationships and in the midst of all things.  Amen.     
 

-- Jenny Arneson, Lead Pastor 
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November 29, 2021 

Enduring Turbulence 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  
Again, I will say, Rejoice. 

--Philippians 4:4 
 
The last two years have been turbulent in society and in my classroom.  
I teach high school, and that tumult and turmoil has spilled into my 
classroom. I have students struggling with their mental health, with 
how to get along with other students, and with their academic work.  
Recently, I found myself at the precipice of stress. I walked into my 
first hour class with tears still in my eyes from reaching that breaking 
point from that overwhelming feeling of stress. A few students 
expressed genuine concern, and for that, I am grateful. 
 
The next day one of my colleagues came into my classroom before 
school and asked me, “How do you always have it together?” and she 
had tears in her eyes from that same level of stress.  I laughed out loud 
and told her I had just been crying at school the day before! I grabbed 
my box of Kleenex, and we walked back from the metaphorical cliff of 
extreme stress. 
 
In Philippians 4:4-9, Paul advises the congregation in Philippi. He 
suggests the following: Rejoice, be gentle, avoid anxiety, pray, be 
thankful, and be open to the peace of God. He also advises that we stay 
focused on what is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and admirable.  
Then, Paul recommends that we should put those qualities of the Lord 
into practice to invite God and peace into our lives. 
 
Dear God, Grant us understanding in our daily struggles so that we 
may become closer to you.  Allow us to experience stress and 
turbulence so we may grow in our faith. Provide guidance so that 
we may help others during difficult times. Allow us to be your 
hands and feet to do your good work in the world.  Amen. 
 

--Hillary Lobenstein, Confirmation Mentor 
 

 

  December 29, 2021 

Dreaming 
 

… But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared  
to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be  

afraid to take Mary home as your wife because what is  
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth  
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because  

he will save his people from their sins.’ 
-- Matthew 1:20-21 

 
You may be surprised to learn that according to the Guinness book of 
World Records, Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas” as recorded by Bing 
Crosby is the best-selling single of all time. No one can deny that listening 
to White Christmas is quintessential part of our Christmas experience, but 
it was originally a bit of a dark horse. Penned by Irving Berlin for the 
blockbuster musical film Holiday Inn, everyone expected that another 
song “Be Careful It’s My Heart” would be the film’s biggest musical hit. But 
as Holiday Inn was about to be released, the United States entered World 
War II. Suddenly White Christmas with its dreams of glistening treetops 
and sleigh bells ringing in the snow captured the hearts and minds of 
families missing loved ones around the world. 
 
Advent is a season made for dreaming, for reflecting on the past and 
imagining the future. It is a season for challenging ourselves to look past 
the obvious and believe in a world where angels might appear, the 
impossible might happen and God might be where we least expect. But 
the story of Joseph reminds us that not all dreams are merry and bright. 
Some dreams may be challenging and send us in new directions in life. 
Some dreams are meant to push us beyond what we believe is possible to 
become the kind of people who change the world. This advent season, let 
us all dream big dreams. The kind of dreams that push us beyond what is 
comfortable and easy, that together we may become a Christmas people 
ready to change the world. 
 
Loving God, thank you for this season of dreaming that offers hope for 
change to come into a waiting world.  Amen 
 

--Claire Douglass, Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 
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December 28, 2021 

Parents 
   

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the  
God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long. 

–Psalms 25:5 
 

Have you ever seen the Lord?  Well, I see him every day in my parents.  In 
Psalms 25:1-10, we are told to put our trust in the Lord who will guide us 
and teach us but not judge us by our wrongdoings.   
 
I find this to be the same with my parents.  I put my trust into them to 
guide me along the right path and to not judge me for when my attitude 
is not the best or I make a mistake.  I want them to love me for who I am 
and help guide me on the path of love.  So, for me, I am able to see the way 
of the Lord through the love of my parents, which gives me a connection 
with God.  So, let us all remember the love of our parents and of our God.  
Their love is forever! 
 
Dear God, thank you for loving parents who show and share your love.  
Amen 
 

--Addison Richards, 4th Grader 
 

 

  November 30, 2021 

Peace from the Barn 
  

But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and 
they will tell you; ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; 
and the fish of the sea will declare to you.  Who among all these does 
not know that the hand of the LORD has done this?  In his hand is the 

life of every living thing and the breath of every human being.  
 --Job 12:7-10 

 
A tradition in our farm family was that the children would go out to the 
barn on Christmas Eve and wait for Santa to visit and leave presents 
under the tree.  Going out to the barn was usually a cold walk but once we 
got in the barn, we felt the warmth of the cattle around us. The barn 
smelled of hay and the beautiful Holstein cows peacefully chewed their 
cud, lowed softly, and observed the humans who seemed to be waiting for 
something important to happen.   
 
The children nervously awaited a sign from the house that Santa had 
arrived. But as we watched for the house light to blink the children 
seemed to be calmed by the quietness of the animals and they too 
recognized that an important event had happened long ago and was much 
more significant than Santa. Did Mary and Joseph experience the same 
calm and quiet from the animals they shared the manger with? Did the 
warmth of the animals and their lowing make the wait for Jesus a little 
easier? 
 
What a wonderful experience to share with these wise and gentle animals 
the anticipation of such a significant event. They knew that a child was 
coming who would change the world and they made Mary and Joseph’s 
wait a little easier, just like the cattle in the barn at our farm on Christmas 
Eve. 
 
Dear Lord Jesus, help us to wait with patience and silence for your 
arrival like the cattle in our barn and in the stable in Bethlehem 
taught us to wait.  Amen 
 

--Claire and Jack Krause, Confirmation Students 
--Pat Cook, Confirmation Mentor 
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December 1, 2021 

The Gift of Music 
 

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.  
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to 

day. 
–Psalm 96:1-2 

 
When I think about Advent, I think about music. As a child, I loved 
sharing the Christmas story through the songs in the Christmas 
Program. This experience brought me pure joy.  As an older youth, I 
enjoyed sharing the story by caroling in our church neighborhood to 
shut-ins. This experience brought me comfort knowing I had touched 
the lives of others.    
 
As a young parent, it meant sharing the story in a stable service as 
Mary and Joseph with our first child as the baby Jesus. The songs in 
the barn that night gave me a sense of peace I will never forget. What 
is it about music you may ask that made these experiences so 
powerful? I truly believe music is a way to feel God’s presence. That is 
why some songs give a sense of peace or comfort, chills of power and 
strength, or simply pure joy.  I encourage you to listen and let music 
be a gift to you this Advent season.  
 
Dear God, thank you for the music, and the power it gives us to 
share your story and feel your presence during this Advent Season. 
Encourage us to take the time to listen and appreciate the gift 
music can bring to our lives. Amen  

--Jill Bandli, LOGOS Leader 
 

 

  Continued from page 37 
 

Pam believes the prayer she needed to pray was to accept God’s will 
and pray for His Presence- “Be with me, be by my side” instead of 
“make this stop,” was really the difference in her prayer being heard 
and ANSWERED! 

 
During this season of Advent, I wonder what prayers were being said 
by Joseph and Mary many years ago. I believe their prayers may have 
been very similar. “Be with us, be by our side” History shows us that 
God answered their prayers than and continues to answer our prayer 
requests centuries later.  I say AMEN! 

 
--Dan VandeKolk, Welcome Center Host 
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December 27, 2021 

If You Believe God 
Answers Our Prayers,  

Say AMEN! 
This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  

that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.   
And if we know that he hears us-whatever we ask-  

we know that we have what we ask of him.   
--1 John 5:14-15 

 
For several years my daughter Pam had periodic issues of SVT; episodes 
of an abnormally fast heart rhythm. There are options available to 
someone with this condition. One is a surgical procedure known as 
Ablation Therapy. Another is to treat the tachycardia with medication. 
After trial and error with the medication, rapid heart rate issues were 
controlled most of the time. But, after time, the medication was no longer 
effective, and the Ablation was performed.  While the ablation was 
successful for treating the SVT, Pam started experiencing Atrial 
Fibrillation (AFib) following the ablation surgery. AFib is another form of 
irregular heart rhythm, as I understand it.  
 
A year or so later she experienced another episode of AFib with a rapid 
heart rate and she was transported to the hospital. The medical team tried 
different medications to get the heart rate back to normal without 
success. All the while, Pam had been praying for the AFib to stop. Finally, 
the doctor said she was going to have to perform an electrical 
cardioversion (electric shock). Pam was scared and hesitant to have the 
procedure done but after reassurance from the medical team she agreed. 
While being prepped for the procedure, Pam prayed a different prayer. 
She prayed “Be with me through this.” Her heart rate immediately went 
back to normal rhythm. While being prepared to be released, the nurse 
asked her what she had been doing when her heart rate returned to 
normal after all those hours. She replied, “I was praying.” 
 

Continued on page 37 

  December 2, 2021 

Gratefulness 
 

…and he shall be the one of peace.   
–Micah 5:2-5a 

 
Ask yourself, what are you grateful for? 

 
A lot of people will say “My house and my health;” but being grateful 
for something is more than that. Especially throughout the pandemic 
we all have something we are grateful for--you are alive.  
 
Being grateful doesn’t mean convincing yourself that everything is 
fine. Living your life with gratitude means choosing to focus on the 
things you really appreciate and care about. The goal is not to block 
out difficulties but approach those difficulties from a different 
perspective and know that God will help us along the way. Gratitude 
can help us see that not everything is terrible. Practicing gratitude to 
God with thankfulness can keep our hearts open to the tenderness in 
our daily experiences.  
 
So, I want you to ask yourself again, what are you grateful for? 
People who are grateful to God are grateful for those who care for 
them, as well as God's blessings to them. The main cause of 
ungratefulness is not knowing by experience the grace and mercy of 
God. Grateful people are happy people. Grateful people are content 
with how God has dealt with them. So are you one of these people, if 
not it is ok, start with being grateful for the little things. Be grateful 
for God, and God will help you on your path. 
 
Dear God, I am extremely grateful for all your blessings in my life, 
Lord. I pray that you remind me of just how blessed I am and that 
you never allow me to forget to show my gratitude in prayer and 
returned acts of kindness.  Amen 
  

--Tian Brooks, Confirmation Student 
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December 3, 2021 

Accepting God 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word  
was with God, and the Word was God. 

–John 1:1-14 
 
A personal story that I have experienced, and maybe what others have 
experienced also. Everything was shut down and we were scared to 
go anywhere outside our homes. Why was this happening?  It was 
hard to stay connected with God when my whole world was turned 
upside down. Safe at home, but it felt more like stuck at home. I 
particularly veered from my faith and was less connected to the 
Church and prayed less. I was feeling anxious, and every moment was 
filled with uncertainty. I needed to eventually learn to cope with the 
uncertainty and leave what was going to happen in God's hands. 
 
According to the scripture in John 1:1-14 it states, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Then there was a man sent from God whose name was John. He 
himself was not the light but came to testify to the light. People do not 
accept him but all who received him, he gave power to become 
children of God who were born not of the blood or of the will of the 
flesh or the will of man, but of God.”   
 
This passage from the Bible teaches me that all who accept God and 
the people God has sent will have the power to be children of God. 
 
What I think about my personal story and the scripture of John 1:1-14 
is that it may not always be easy to accept God, but God is our light; 
we do not create our own light. However, if we accept God, He gives 
us light and the power to be children of God.  
 
God, I pray that you reach out your light for the people that follow 
your light. Especially, in our darker moments, so that we can 
become closer to God and to be children of God, Amen 
 

--Chase Rimrodt, Confirmation Student 

  December 26, 2021 

Trust 
  

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known  
to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,  

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   
--Philippians 4:6-7 

 
WOW! 18 months, that is a long time, whether sitting on a computer 
for virtual learning or trying to stay safe in Covid. Even the excitement 
of going back to school brought some uncertainty to parents and 
children. Christmas time can be the same way, with all the activities, 
racing around hoping you got all the presents together in time.  
 
Even in these hard times from quarantine to Christmas, God reminds 
us that as long as we trust Him, we’ll always have peace in the midst 
of it all.  
 
Dear God, thank you for creating us as people of trust. Help us to 
hear your voice even when the noise around us is loud. Amen. 
 

--Kendra Jackson, Confirmation Student 
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The Days after 
Christmas 

 

 

 

  December 4, 2021 

Change is Hard, But… 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,  
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of  

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone  
around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said  

to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you  
good news of great joy for all the people. 

--Luke 2:8-10 
 

It has been almost two years since the pandemic was declared and think 
of how we were all impacted by it. The changes that occurred since then 
have been vast, and difficult for most of us. People lost jobs or had to 
drastically change how they work. Kids were suddenly going to school 
from home--and grownups had to figure that out.   
 
And yet here we are, almost two years later.  We find ourselves expecting 
to get back to the normal that was before the big event.  We're waiting for 
the next change--maybe even looking forward to it. 
 
When the angels appeared to the shepherds, those people were afraid.  
Angels showing up was a big deal! The good news is that those angels' 
message to the shepherds, and to all of us is simple: Don't be afraid!  
Change can bring good news--God is here to help you!   
 
We find ourselves this Advent, as always, looking ahead to good news, 
knowing that there is big change happening.  But look how far we've come 
with all the changes of the past year and more! Don't be afraid of the 
change--know that God will be with us to sustain and strengthen us.  
Change is hard--but with God through Jesus Christ, we can find joy in what 
the future holds. 
 
God, you are amazing. As we wait expectantly for the changes that 
come to this world, we can look forward with open hearts and perhaps 
even joy, knowing that with you, we can handle the change.  Amen 
 

--Mike Vavrus, Confirmation Mentor 
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December 5, 2021 

Lesser Than 
  

At that time, I will deal with all who oppressed you. I will rescue  
the lame: I will gather the exiles. I will give them praise and  

honor in every land where they have suffered shame.   
--Zephaniah 3:19 

 
I had a meaningful conversation with my sister-in-law (SIL) recently 
about my niece, Alexa. Alexa is a sweetheart. Alexa is also half-Black. 
On our vacation this summer, an incident occurred that made me stop 
and think. My white SIL told a story about how she and Alexa were at 
the post office, making separate transactions. The clerks were rude to 
Alexa, yet they were very attentive to my SIL. When SIL related the 
experience to us, I was rather dismissive of the outrage that she had 
for her daughter’s dignity. In my naivety, I thought it couldn’t have 
been discrimination based on skin color. Perhaps, it was because 
Alexa was a still a young person. We got back to WI, and three months 
later, I was still thinking about that conversation.  
 
I called my SIL and apologized for my dismissiveness. I always like to 
think the best of people, but it blinded me to the reality of my niece’s 
life as a person of color. This was something that Alexa had been 
subjected to her entire life. I can only imagine how my niece feels 
every day in a society that treats her as a perceived “lesser than.” I will 
never know what she faces day to day, or what any person of color 
might experience daily on a much bigger basis. I cannot see through a 
Black woman’s eyes, but I am grateful that my own eyes are opening, 
thanks to a careless comment and the willingness to talk with 
someone who knows more than me.  
 
Father, blind us to color, make us deaf to discrimination, and mute 
to unsavory words. May we see beauty wherever we look, hear the 
sounds of peace everywhere we go, and speak only in love to 
everyone we meet. Amen  
 

--Barbara Nelson, Financial Secretary 

  December 25, 2021 

Family Relationships 
 

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see, I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.   

--Luke 2:10 
 
During Advent I spend time with family and friends because it makes 
me jolly. The days leading up to Christmas are spent baking cookies, 
decorating the tree, getting gifts, looking at holiday lights, enjoying 
gatherings, participating in the pageant and so much more. All that we 
do is with family. With so much to do and the buzzing of excitement, 
sometimes our anxieties of the season take over.  
 
The angel Gabriel reminds us not to be afraid. Talking to God can 
release anxiety and shine light on advent. During Advent we light 
candles, which can also remind us that God listens all the time. I feel 
loved speaking to God, and it makes me happy when I know someone 
is listening. My relationship with God is like my relationship with my 
family. We both talk to each other when rough times are going on. 
They are both great listeners to whatever I'm feeling. The days leading 
up to Christmas I hope that you find support and comfort in others.  
 
Gracious God, we pray that our loved ones are safe and that during 
this Christmas time everyone can participate in activities that 
make them feel happy and loved. 
 

--Chloe Nelson, 4th Grader 
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December 24, 2021 

Lessons from the Barn 

 
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.  

 –Psalm 25:4 
 
For much of my life I have been involved with animals. I grew up on a 
dairy farm and spent a lot of time in the calf/heifer barn. I helped the 
little ones eat from a bucket and then from the manger. Since we also 
had a show ring, I helped the older calves and young heifers to become 
accustomed to a halter and lead strap.  
 
As an adult, we had harness horses – those are the racehorses known 
as Standardbred and pull a sulky during races. My time was spent with 
the foals and mares. It was important that the foals learned to become 
used to feed boxes, halters and lead straps and being around humans 
– rather similar to calves. 
 
Working with both cows and horses I learned some important facts: 
use a quiet, consistent voice and always touch them and praise them. 
Thinking about those facts I realize that is how God works with us. 
God sent us Jesus, who taught with great patience and touched 
physically and verbally, who corrected gently and praised 
extravagantly.  
 
As we study and work with each other, we can use these “barn 
lessons”, too.  Although there are times we’d like to shout, we can 
remember to speak quieter. Currently we are not shaking hands or 
hugging, but we can fist-bump or air high-five. And we can offer words 
of encouragement as we greet others.  
 
Gracious God, thank you for your patience as we strive to learn 
your paths as Jesus guides us. Amen. 
 

--Brenda Wingfield, Retired UM Clergy 

  December 6, 2021 

Stable Relationships 
Built on Trust 

 
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,  

for the Lord God is my strength and my might;  
he has become my salvation.   

–Isaiah 12:2 
 

When reflecting on this year’s Advent theme of ‘Stable Relationships’, 
I quickly realized that the stable relationships in my life are all built 
on a foundation of trust.  Trust is not easy.  It does not mean that we 
are free from all worry or doubt.  Trust does not assure that nothing 
will ever go wrong. Rather, trust is the force that assures us that if 
something does go wrong, or our worries become a reality, we won’t 
stand alone in our struggles.   
 
As a high school senior, I am working to trust God’s plan for me as a 
venture into a new stage of my life.  It is very possible that you are also 
experiencing a change in your life as well.  It is during these times of 
change that trust can be the most challenging. I encourage you to 
embrace the challenge of trust during this advent season, because 
through our trust in God, and those who love us, we will never walk 
alone.  
 
Dear God, help us to trust you more completely and to fully invest 
in our relationship with you and with others during this advent 
season. Amen. 
 

--Brooke Bandli, High School Senior 
  

 

32   13 
 



December 7, 2021 

Stability 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the  
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
Why did the horses have such a long marriage? They had a “stable” 
relationship!  
 
We all want stability in our lives. We want it in our marriage, our job, our 
relationship with our family and friends. When there is not stability in our 
lives, we can feel disconnected from God. A stable relationship with God 
is what we all strive for. How is that manifested? It starts with a daily 
connection with God through prayer, Bible reading, devotion time, and 
reflection.  
 
In the passage from Jeremiah, God promises that Jerusalem will live in 
safety. This is a promise of stability at a time when Israel is going through 
a period of storm and stress. The promise of stability must have been 
welcomed, but hard to believe.  
 
We can all believe during this Advent season that God truly wants 
stability in each of our lives. We all have different “destabilizers” in our 
lives that can be minimized if we turn them over to God. 
 
Gracious God, we look to you to bring stability to our lives. Help us to 
allow the baby Jesus, born in a stable, to come into our hearts. Amen 
 

--Russ Abarr, Confirmation Mentor 
 

 

  December 23, 2021 

Being Afraid 

 
Surely God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid.  

The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense,  
he has become my salvation. 

--Isaiah 12:2 
 
I am always afraid. Even when I know nothing can go wrong. See, 
anxiety isn’t a fun thing to live with. You're always on edge, unsure, 
and careful with everything. You just have to find a way to cope. I cope 
by running. The feeling of my feet on the ground, the wind rushing by 
the way how everything blurs past you, even the pain in my legs, it 
helps me focus. I think best when I am running and contemplating 
questions without freaking out about them.  
 
Isaiah 12:2 reads, “Surely God is my salvation, I will trust and not be 
afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense, he 
has become my salvation,” but for me trust doesn’t come easy and as 
I have already said, I am always afraid. It is not that I don’t trust others. 
I don’t trust myself and I am always terrified of how bad I could screw 
things up. Most of my friends are people who will always forgive me, 
even when I mess up. 
 
So, I have to learn to trust God, along with everyone else. I know He is 
going to forgive me, so I must learn that I can’t mess up my 
relationship with him. That is what I hope we all learn to do better this 
advent season, trusting God. He is our strength and defense and can 
help us re-enter the world after COVID. So next time we pray, consider 
saying this…  
 
God, help me to trust you, so that I may come to understand that 
my strength comes from you, and you will never leave me out on 
my own.  Amen. 
 

--Catie Hinthorn, Confirmation Student 
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December 22, 2021 

Halloween 

In reply Jesus said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share  
with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’  

 --Luke 3:11 
 
“Okay, here is the map I made of the neighborhood,” I said, handing my 
brother a map I had meticulously made.  
 
“This will help us with our goal. Each year must be better than the last,” 
my brother stated while tracing our trick or treating route on the map. 
 
After dinner, we set out on our route, hitting all the best houses. I smiled 
with every colorful candy or sweet chocolate I added to my collection. 
After our trick or treating ended, my feet were yearning to sit down. But 
it wasn’t over yet. We weighed our candy bags on a scale and waited for 
the number to settle to see if we had accomplished our goal. My brother's 
bag came in at 27 pounds of candy, 10 pounds more than last year! 
 
However, after we sorted our candy, he had 8 pounds of candy left while 
I had only half of what I had harvested that night. How? Donation. We 
always donate to a charity every year just like Treats for Troops. 
 
There are two reasons, one might be obvious, my mom doesn’t want to 
deal with sugar high kids. The other reason is one similarly found in Luke 
3:11 which reads, “In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must 
share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 
likewise.’” Sharing with others is something that helps us find a base in 
empathy, kindness, compassion, and love-- all admirable qualities.  
 
Dear Lord, thank you for giving us the opportunity to help one 
another. Our kindness for others arises out of your hope for us to do 
good, and your certainty of the humanity of the world. We pray for 
everyone that hasn’t yet got the chance to experience the grace and 
love of you, speaking through all of us. Please guide us to the right 
path so that we make sure everyone has the chance to feel loved, 
appreciated, and shone on by your light. Amen! 
 

--Teegan Davis, Confirmation Student 

  December 8, 2021 

Peace in the Stable 
 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,  
will guard your hearts and souls in Christ Jesus.  

-- Philippians 4:7 
 

Years ago, while living in Atlanta. Georgia, I owned a horse. He was 
stabled about 40 miles away, so whenever I went out to ride, it 
meant getting home from work, changing clothes, eating a quick 
dinner and then driving 45 minutes to the stable. By the time I got 
there it was usually night, but the barn and riding ring were well-
lit. Inside, it was warm and smelling of horses and hay and tack. 
Everyone there was caring for an animal, helping younger riders, 
keeping the barn clean. It was a welcoming and safe place, a 
community in a stable.  
 
As I think about the Christmas story, and especially think about the 
peace of God that transcends all understanding, I wonder if 
perhaps we’ve gotten the story a bit wrong. Perhaps being born in 
a stable was a good start — safe in a warm place, surrounded by 
sleepy animals — peaceful indeed. We fill the birth story with 
camels and sheep and a donkey and cows.  
 
Maybe this is God’s way of reminding us that we are all part of 
God’s glorious creation. Maybe that peace and understanding that 
we seek comes from a small start, such as in a stable, with the 
animals. Maybe my memories of my welcoming stable will help me 
to better celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus in his own peaceful 
stable.  
 
Let us celebrate the peace that can come from small places. Let 
us appreciate all of God’s creatures, both animal and human. 
Let us seek to understand our connectedness to all living things. 
Let us give thanks for the joy of Christ’s birth.  Amen 
 

--Pat Harrington, Outreach Team Chair 
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December 9, 2021 

Smoothing Rough Stones 
in Pursuit of a Stable 

Relationship 
 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.  When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.   

--Luke 2:14-15 
  

Location:  Bethlehem 
 

We waited in line for hours, first outside of the Church of the Nativity, 
then winding through it. We were not in a tour group, so we did not know 
what we were waiting for. We had faith that it would be significant.  When 
we got close, we lit candles in memory of a recently deceased aunt.  (She 
would love that; she was a faithful Catholic.)  When we got even closer, 
we could see that people were surging forward and disappearing down 
steps into an opening below. I watched my mom push ahead and 
disappear into the crowd.  Some were guiding others to prevent the 
seemingly inevitable crushing. And the faithful kept descending and 
disappearing. Where were we headed? Would I find my mom? Would I 
find a Nativity scene? A stable? 
 
It was a small corner of a cave, with a floor of stone worn smooth by 
millions and millions of hands touching the place believed to once hold a 
manger. My hand and my mom’s hand made it “millions and millions plus 
two.” Our Bethlehem stable experiences bind us in faith with those 
millions and millions and millions more, as we accept the stable 
relationship that God offers. 
 
Gracious, reliable God; my firm foundation, my rock, and provider 
of the stable relationship.  All praise to you on this day and always.  
Amen 
 

--Cheri Hiller, SPRC Chair 

  December 21, 2021 

Ask and Ye Shall Receive 
 

Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock,  
and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, 

and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks,  
the door will be opened.   

--Matthew 7:7-8 
 
The Legend of the Sand Dollar 
That I would like to tell of the birth and death of Jesus found in this 
lovely shell. If you will examine closely, you’ll see that you find there 
four nail holes a fifth one made by a Roman’s spear. On one side the 
Easter Lily.  Its center is the star that appeared unto the shepherds 
and led them from afar. The Christmas Poinsettia etched on the other 
side reminds us of his birthday our happy Christmas tide.  Now break 
the center open and here you will release the five white doves 
awaiting to spread good will and peace. This simple little symbol 
Christ left for you and me.  --Author Unknown 
 
The Hispanic young man was working the night shift at the hotel 
where we were staying. After walking the beach for a week to no avail, 
we decided to check with him where to buy sand dollars.  Without 
answering us, he left, and we thought maybe he didn’t understand.  
Shortly he came back with a silver box.  He asked, “How many do you 
need?” I said “23” as I was planning to give them to our confirmation 
class.  He opened the box and started counting beautiful white sand 
dollars.  21, 22, 23!  He said they used to give them out to customers 
who stayed there but hadn’t for a few years. We thanked him 
immensely and started to head out the door when we turned to see 
his name.  Of course, it had to be “JESUS”.  That is my story, and I am 
sticking to it! 
 
Dear Lord, thank you for always giving us God’s weavings when 
we ask and then received.  Amen. 
 

--Terry Twedell, Scholarship Chair 
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December 20, 2021 

The Day the World 
Changed 

 

All went to their own towns to be registered. 
–Luke 2:3 

 
I once was in Los Angles not long before Christmas.  It was 75 and balmy.  
It felt surreal.  Christmas light, Christmas trees and Christmas music was 
everywhere.  It didn’t feel the least bit like Christmas. 
 
On the other hand, it’s possible that it was balmy on the first Christmas as 
well.  The hint is given to us by Luke, who tells us that the shepherd were 
in the fields keeping watch over their sheep at night. It’s something 
shepherds would more likely do in the spring or summer, not the fall or 
winter.   
 
But at the end of the day, it really doesn’t matter, does it?  Whether Christ 
was born on December 25th or June 25th, it was the day that changed the 
world.  It was the day that brought light into the world and filled lives, like 
yours and mine, with the true promise of hope. 
 
Thank you, God, for changing the world for the better with the birth of 
Jesus the Christ.  Amen 
 

--Brad Mather, Director of Caring Ministries 

 

  December 10, 2021 

Peace & Blessing 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
–Psalm 23:1-6 

 

This well-known Psalm is so rich with peace and blessing for all our days. 
Yet often we can become so “familiar” with popular verses and chapters 
of God’s word, that they can almost lose the important message that God 
is wanting to instill within our hearts.  
 
Praying God’s words back to Him, and meditating on them verse by verse, 
can help us to remember his goodness and his love, and be strengthened 
by his truths. 
 
"The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not be in want."  He leads us, He 
guides us, He's always with us, and we can be assured and feel safe under 
His protective care.  
 
"He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet 
waters, He restores my soul..."  He knows where true rest and blessing 
are found, and leads us there, He restores, He refreshes, He brings peace 
and goodness.   
 
"He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake."  He 
leads us to walk in His ways, He draws us to stay close to Him and follow 
Him. 
 
"Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and your staff they comfort 
me."  Though life is uncertain, and we may suffer with illness, loss, or pain, 
our God of comfort, our Lord who holds all power over death and disease 
walks with us. Always. He is the only One who can take us by the hand 
through life's darkest moments of suffering, bringing freedom and 
healing from the pain of this life, straight into glory and the hope of 
heaven that God has reserved for us. We never have to fear, in life or in 
death, for God is with us, our constant strength and Shepherd who will 
never fail us.  
 

Continued on Page 18 
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Continued from page 17 
 

Thank you that you are our good Shepherd, and we can trust 
you with our lives. Thank you for your guidance and care in all 
our days. Thank you that you restore our souls, give us peace, 
and bring us hope in all our tomorrows. Thank you for your 
protection and strength that surrounds us like a shield. Thank 
you for your goodness and love that follows us, chases us, even 
when were unaware. We praise you for the assurance that we 
will dwell with you forever. In our Lord Jesus' Name, Amen 
 

--Lucie Yaba, Seminary Intern 

 
 

December 11, 2021 

Thanksgiving 
 

Don’t be anxious about anything, rather bring up all of your requests 
to God and your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. 

--Philippians 4:6 
 
Last year my dad had some emergency surgeries and he had to stay at 
the hospital for a few nights. This made me feel sad and worried because 
I didn’t get to see my dad for a while. 
 
This verse is about bringing your worries to God and my prayers were 
for my dad to be okay and to come home as soon as he could. It was hard 
for me to understand what was going on, but I knew if we prayed to God, 
he would be okay.  
 
I give thanks to God every day that my dad is healthy and here with us. 
 
Dear God, we praise you for all the things you do for us and for Your 
help when we ask. Watch over us during this Christmas season and 
help us to enjoy our family time together. We praise you with all our 
hearts.  Amen 
 

--Lilah Pothof, 3rd Grader 

  Continued from page 26 
 
We all think of angels as winged, spiritual beings, residing in heaven and 
serving God there.  But I prefer to think of them, also, as relatives, friends 
and members of our church family…those God-sent earthlings, who lead 
by example and guide us on our spiritual journey. 
 
I am ever thankful for our SPUMC staff and congregation, who through 
the years have reached out to us with prayers and kindness in varying 
situations. What a blessing to be surrounded by our kind and caring 
church family! 
 
I remember, too, so many friends and family of the past, who, by their 
actions, showed me the kind and Christian way to live my own life…. 
“Gramma” Howard, our neighbor who taught me, at age 3, how to sing 
“Jesus Loves Me” and countless other childhood songs, as we rocked side 
by side on her front porch. How I loved her and our rocking, singing 
moments together. 
 
My maternal Grandmother, who took me, at age 5 or 6 under her angel 
wings each summer and smothered me with love beyond measure. She 
let me help bake cakes with home churned butter, fresh eggs, and cream… 
all going to those who had family illness or loss. 
 
Our neighbor, Phyllis, who became a mentor.  I don’t think she thought of 
herself in that way, but how much I learned from her about Christian 
Character and gentleness!  She was always patient, quietly saving her 
thoughtful advice about things, for sharing at just the right moment. 
 
And my growing up family, especially my dear, kind, and gentle father, 
who read his Bible daily and prayed on his knees beside his bed every 
night. The relationships I had with these wonderful, Angel Christians and 
so many others along life’s way have inspired and strengthened my 
relationship with God big time. I’m encouraged to try to live my life better.  
Not perfect, but better.  
 
Thank you, dear Heavenly Father, for placing angels in our paths, as 
we walk our earthly journey.  We are so grateful for their connections 
with us, as they strengthen our relationship with you. 
 

--Claudia Ayers, Music Ministry 
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Continued from page 25 
 
The ‘stable’ to me is peaceful and a pleasant place.  Dad saw the peaceful 
feeding of the cows and deer together in the stable.  In his last years, my 
dad wasn’t ‘stable’.  He was subject to emotional instability and wasn’t 
mentally sound, but he was at peace, and he was happy!  He was ‘stable’ 
reminiscing about the ‘stable’.  Stable vs. Stable. 
 
Lord, thank you for the wonderful visits I had with my dad during his 
dementia, where I heard a lot of stories from days gone by.  Thank you 
for the stable where Baby Jesus was born so many years ago.  Thank 
you for loving us even when we aren’t stable. Help us make 
relationships which are stable and happy and wonderful!  Amen. 
 

--Laura Meixner, Administrative Secretary 
 

 
December 19, 2021 

The Angel Connection 
 

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise.   
--Proverbs 13:20a 

 
When my sister lived in Germany, she gifted us with a number of tiny, 
wooden German Christmas Tree ornaments. There must be 20 or so.  
They are a treasured and perfect fit for the little tree we now enjoy. 
 
Last year, after Christmas, we packed up our decorations, including all 
the tree ornaments, and tucked the boxes into our storage area.  A few 
days later, we decided to take down the tree itself.  Sure enough.  I had 
missed one tiny German ornament, a sweet little angel.   So I found a 
tiny plastic condiment bowl with a clear lid and placed the angel inside 
and then into a drawer.   This spot became its home.  “I will put it with 
the others soon, I thought,” but that just never happened.  Every time 
I opened that drawer, the little angel looked up at me.  After a while, I 
began thinking of the real angels that touch our lives every day. 
 

Continued on page 27 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 December 12, 2021 

But Mary Can’t Have 
Red Hair! 

 

Instead, make yourselves beautiful on the inside, in your hearts,  
with the enduring quality of a gentle, peaceful spirit.  

This type of beauty is very precious in God’s eyes.   
--1 Peter 3:4 

 
Article goes here. When I was little, I sang at church a lot.  I must have had 
an okay voice because I was quite often chosen for solos.  At the United 
Methodist Church, I was a part of in my elementary years, the solo at our 
Christmas program always was assigned to Mary. But how could I be 
Mary?  Mary does not have red hair. 
 
Even as an upper elementary student I knew that the only person we 
know for sure in our Bible that had red hair was Esau. Some scholars say 
maybe King David too.  But that is it.  No other descriptions of red heads 
amongst the pages.  It seemed incredibly unrealistic for me to be Mary. At 
least in my 9-year-old eyes. 
 
Now looking back on this moment in my faith and working with kids in 
our own church family, I have come to the conclusion that maybe God had 
the writers of scripture leave out a lot of the physical descriptors of 
people in the stories.  I tell kids all the time that it is more important that 
we see ourselves in the personality traits of each person we learn about 
than in what they looked like.  That is why I think the passage above from 
1 Peter is so important.  It reminds us as we hear the stories of Advent 
and Christmas to be looking at ourselves on the inside. It helps us 
remember to connect our hearts with the hearts of those in these stories. 
 
It is because of this that I have had baby Jesus wearing glasses in a manger 
(that year both Mary and Joseph had glasses), Wise People instead of just 
Wisemen, and Shepherds in house slippers for comfort just to name a few.  
These kiddos have seen themselves in the stories of our faith and have 
wanted their telling of the good news of Jesus’ birth to reflect who they 
are. 

Continued on page 20 
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Continued from page 19 
 
And don’t worry, 9-year-old me learned that Mary could have red hair.  
10, 11, and 12-year-old me learned that too.  I am forever grateful for 
the chance to see myself in Mary growing up.  Not from the outside but 
from the inside. 
 
Thank you, God, for creating us as unique in our own way.  Thank 
you for knowing us completely.  Thank you for accepting us as your 
children.  Amen 
 

--Amanda Hinthorn, Director of Christian Education 

 
 

December 13, 2021 

Hope, Love, Peace & Joy 
  

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in  
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there  

was no place for them in the inn. 
–Luke 2:7 

 

At Christmas we tell Jesus Happy Birthday. We tell Him we love 
Him, and we thank Him for being here to make the world a better 
place. We give Him gifts like coming together and be a big 
community and helping the planet.  
 
We get ready by putting up lights and we love one another. I would 
put out a big bowl of snowflakes so everyone could have one and 
decorate it however they want. Then they could hang it up and it 
would make them happy.  
 
Thank you, God for Jesus!  Amen 
 

--Jocelyn Tubbs, 3rd Grader 
 

  December 18, 2021 

Stable vs. Stable 

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and 
all that is in it.  Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let 
all the trees of the forest sing for joy.  Let all creation rejoice before 
the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth.  He will judge 

the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.   
–Psalm 96:11-13 

 
Two definitions of stable: 
 
Noun – a stable 
A building for the lodging and feeding of horses, cattle, etc., such a 
building with stalls; a collection of animals housed in such a building. 
 
Adjective – stable 
Not subject to emotional instability or illness; sane; mentally sound. 
 
My Dad suffered with dementia for several years before he passed away.  
It was my privilege to visit him every Thursday after work in the care 
facility where he lived.  He always smiled when I walked into his room.  
Every week I asked him if he remembered my name and he said, “No, 
but you belong to me.”  That made me very happy every time he said it! 
 
Dad loved to reminisce about days gone by – especially his time growing 
up on the farm outside Augusta, Wisconsin.  One evening when I visited 
him, he wanted us to sit in front of his window which looked out on a 
small courtyard.  It happened to be snowing that afternoon and he told 
me a story about feeding the cows.  He had just finished feeding the 
cows and was about to leave the barn to go back in the house.  He heard 
a noise and as he looked across the barn at the “half-door”, two doe had 
jumped over the door and into the barn and were feeding right along 
with the cows.  Now, I don’t know if this is true or something he made 
up, but I am going to believe it was true because of the look on my dad’s 
face.  Pure bliss and serenity!   
 
You might wonder what in the world I’m talking about!  
 

Continued on page 26 
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December 17, 2021 

Light 
 

The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness has not overcome it.   

-- John 1:5 
 
At Christmas time I find joy in all the lights decorating homes in the 
neighborhood. They lift my spirit like sunshine breaking through the 
clouds on a dreary day. When the lights are turned off and taken down 
after Christmas and the streets are dark and the nights are long, I do not 
feel the same sense of joy and optimism. 
 
While light from the sun and Christmas lights energizes my spirt (and the 
solar panels on our roof), this verse reminds me that God has given us 
another light to energize our lives and that light illuminates the darkness 
and it cannot be extinguished. 
 
While the times may seem like dark ages with a resurging pandemic, 
rampant racism, homelessness, violence, wildfires, destructive storms, 
and a host of other problems I find the light of Jesus Christ shining in our 
community and the world. It energizes believers in Jesus Christ to be light 
in the world with compassionate caring, healing help, generous sharing, 
words of wisdom and truth, forgiving grace and love, a passion for justice 
and peace, and in countless other ways. 
 
God, the source of light that shines in the darkness, may our lives 
reflect your light illuminating the darkness wherever it may be. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Amen 
 

--Roger Becker, Retired UM Clergy 

 

  December 14, 2021 

Lost & Broken - Pt. 1 
 

He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord,  
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.   

--Micah 5:4 
 

PART 1: FOUND 
I quite often wear a small nativity scene necklace throughout the year. It’s 
about an inch tall, made of silver with Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus in 
the outline of a stable. The North Star overhead is centered around a small 
crystal. Although not expensive, it’s a nice necklace. I wear it throughout 
the year because I believe that the spirit of Christmas should be alive all 
year round, especially in our current times.  
 
A couple of years ago, I lost this precious necklace. As much as I searched, 
I could not find it. I knew it HAD to be in my house, but where was the 
unanswered question. Occasionally, as time progressed, I’d resume the 
search, especially when Christmas time rolled around. But eventually, I 
ended up buying another nativity necklace; it just wasn’t the same. 
Finally, one day, about five years later, I was cleaning out a desk drawer 
that hadn’t been used for a very long time. Lo and behold, my necklace 
appeared! It was like the angels appearing miraculously to the shepherds 
(only without the holy music and pronouncement that the Christ child 
had been born). I was so happy! I had found my nativity necklace and 
could now wear it again. 
 
We all experience times in our lives where we lose sight of Jesus, just like 
I lost sight of my necklace years ago. Sometimes, it takes years to find Him 
again. But one thing I know is that Jesus never stops looking for us when 
we are what’s lost. He will search until He finds us where we are, huddled 
in our dusty corner of the desk drawer. He’ll polish us up to shine like new 
in Him. Never lose hope.  
 
Father God, we are safe in You. You see us in our hidden places, you 
rescue us from our lost ways. You polish us like new, so that we can 
shine like the North star. Thank you, Father. Amen  
 

--Barbara Nelson, Financial Secretary 
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December 15, 2021 

Lost & Broken - Pt. 2 
 

At that time, I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. 
I will give you honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth  
when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes, says the Lord.  

--Zephaniah 3:20 
 

PART 2: REPAIRED 
I broke a necklace while I was wearing it. It was a silver adjustable 
necklace with a long dangling chain that hung down like a Y in front. At 
the end of this long chain was a tassel made up of smaller chains. I first 
noticed that the dangle had broken away from the necklace at St. Mary’s 
hospital, where I had taken my daughter for some tests. I showed her the 
broken necklace, and we searched around where we were sitting. After a 
few minutes, a lady came up to me and asked, “Is this what you were 
looking for?” Indeed, she hands me the dangle that she had found on the 
restroom floor. I was happy and grateful to have part of the necklace back. 
Unfortunately, the tassel of chains was nowhere to be found.  

 

At that moment, we were called back for her procedure, so I didn’t get a 
chance to search any further. I forgot about it until we went to the car 
afterwards. As I opened the driver’s side door, something silver caught 
my eye. The tassel was on the floor of the car. Somehow, the necklace had 
broken into three parts, gotten lost in separate places, yet had all been 
reunited.  

 

My necklace will never be the same. Some of the joining links were 
missing, but when I put it back together, I used stronger links that won’t 
pull apart so easily. The necklace may not be quite the same, but now, it 
is better able to endure further stresses on it. We are often like that 
broken necklace. When we are shattered into pieces by life and death and 
all that surrounds us in this heavy world, Jesus puts us back together, 
stronger, and better than we were before. He takes our pieces and gives 
us peace.  

 

Jesus, we were not stable born, but You give us a stable new life. 
Through You, we can live, knowing that You are there to pick up the 
pieces and create new and better lives for us in You. Thank you. Amen 
 

--Barbara Nelson, Financial Secretary 

  December 16, 2021 

Intentional Relationships 
 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 

--Matthew 6:33 
 
I started taking piano lessons when I was eight.  My teachers insisted that 
I practice at least an hour a day, every day.  Over the last 57 years I have 
spent literally thousands of hours at the piano and organ, practicing.  
Regular practice helps the fingers develop “muscle memory.” The more 
often a passage is repeated, the easier it becomes to play that passage.  I 
must confess that I no longer practice the piano and organ every day.  In 
fact, there have been times when I have gone weeks, months, and even 
years, without touching a musical keyboard.  After those gaps it is difficult 
to play anything at all, let alone play well, because that “muscle memory” 
has deteriorated. My fingers need “rehab.” Playing well requires constant, 
regular, intentional practice.  It doesn’t happen by accident.   

 

The same is true of our relationships – with God and with each other.  
Jesus told his followers to “Seek first the kingdom of God…” “Some 
translations say, “Strive first...,” or “Desire first and foremost….” They all 
imply active intentionality. In the context of this passage, Jesus is 
reminding us that our relationship with God is more important than 
anything else in the world. 

 

Yes, God loves us. Yes, God seeks us out. Yes, God saves us. But we must 
accept the gift of God’s love if it is to make a difference in our lives.   

 

Advent is a season to prepare to receive the Gift of God’s love.  That love 
comes to us in the Christ child. God became human, so we can understand 
what it means to be in relationship with God.  To accept God’s love means 
a commitment to intentional relationship.  If our relationships with God 
are to flourish, we must “Seek first the kingdom of God” – before all other 
things.  That is an active, intentional choice. It doesn’t happen by accident.  
  

Gracious God, thank you for loving us, for accepting us as we are, and 
for calling us into relationship with you.  Guide us to be intentional in 
all our relationships, that we might share the love we have received 
with those around us. 

 

--Kevin Rice Myers, Retired UM Clergy 
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