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175 Years  of   

Gratitude 

Our story as the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church has been told for 175 years, since 1845 when 
11 people formed a ‘Methodist Class,’ which formed the church.  Our first church was built in 1867 
at the  corner of Cliff St. and Columbus St.  In 1962, our current church was built.   
 
Many changes and additions have taken place to our church building and ministry, which are part 
of our story, all for the purpose of growing and sharing our faith. 
 
When the coronavirus pandemic struck in 2020 and as the virus continues to rage throughout the 
world, we have never stopped being the church as the body of Christ.  We have creatively adapted 
our worship and ministries to meet the needs of God’s people and continue to share our gratitude. 

N 
 

umbers play an important role in how we G.R.O.W. as the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church.  

The following numbers make a positive impact in how we G.R.O.W. in the  

present and future and even during a Pandemic.  

474    The number of face masks provided to give away & to share with Northside Elementary School.  We had five 

 faithful mask sewers.   

15  The number of Third Grade Bibles delivered to the homes of each third grader. 

112   The number of gifts delivered to appreciate teachers and staff as they began a challenging school year of  

 virtual teaching. 

40   The number of signs to appreciate & encourage healthcare workers, and police, fire and EMS personnel.   

24  The number of blankets made & donated to the Sun Prairie Public Safety Chaplains for use in emergencies. 

$2,855   Amount raised by our youth to support Sunshine Place and the Sun Prairie Food Pantry with their Souper 

 Bowl of Caring, Methodist 5K and Flamingo Flocking. 

225  The number of total financial pledges in 2020. 

$6,250  The total amount of scholarships awarded to high school and college students through our many scholarship 

 funds. 

“In Christ Jesus the 

whole structure is 

joined together and 

grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord; 

in whom you also 

are built together 

spiritually into a 

dwelling place for 

God.”    

~Ephesians 2:21-22



R 
elationships:  As we move into 2021, we will focus on relationships even when much will still be done vir-

tually or in smaller, socially distanced gatherings.  Part of growing in our love of God is being in relation-

ships with one another.  Building relationships at SPUMC comes through: 

 Multiple ways to share in fellowship 

 A variety of small groups 

 Grief Support & Education group 

 Church School for all ages 

 Stephen Ministry support 

 A variety of prayer teams 

 Birthday Cards sent each week 

 Various Facebook groups 

 Staying connected with members and friends in a  
variety of ways during the pandemic 

Building relationships also happens through living out our 
vows of Baptism to raise our children in the life of the 
church. 

 LOGOS Ministry 

 Youth & Young 
Adult Ministries 

 Confirmation for our 
youth with mentors 

 Mission Experiences 

 Family Ministries: driveway picnics, virtual park days 
and safe in-person events 

 Virtual Vacation Bible School 

O 
ur story includes:  Being a Reconciling congregation that answers the call of Jesus to love our neighbor 

by embracing every person as a full participant in our church family, including people of all ages, na-

tions, races, abilities, sexual orientations, and gender identities.  Our story includes engaging the com-

munity and world through outreach and missions: 

G 
ratitude:  As we have moved through 2020 and have been celebrating our 175th year of being a faith community in 

Sun Prairie, we have much to be grateful for.  

 We are grateful that we have the technology to share worship online and on television and are connecting with 
people of all ages and with people who may not have been able to join us in our sanctuary   

 We are grateful for our staff and many volunteers, who continue to make ministry happen every day of the week 

 We are grateful that our church building has continued to be a safe place for smaller community groups to still 

gather during the pandemic. 

W 
orship in a variety of forms and styles is the cornerstone of how we connect as the  

people of God and grow in our faith.  The sharing in the sacraments of Baptism and Communion 

are a means of God’s grace that are shared as a faith community. 

 Making & offering hundreds of face     
masks 

 Sunshine Supper 

 Drive-up collections of food & per-
sonal hygiene items to support River 
Food Pantry, Sun Prairie Food Pantry 
and Northside School Food Pantry 

 Shelter from the Storm Ministries 

 Stuff the Bus 

 Spirit of Giving Christmas gifts 

 Support of our neighbor, Northside Elementary 
School 

 Support of those in need of assistance with gas & 
groceries 

 Quality worship experiences and resources online 
for adults, youth and children during the pandemic 

 Virtual worship at the senior living facilities in our 
community during the pandemic 

 A worship service online for children and their  
families 

 Creative worship experiences including:  Moving 
Worship for youth and their families; an online  
Animal Blessing; a drive thru Live Nativity 

 Celebration of milestones in online worship includ-
ing:  Graduation, Confirmation, the presentation of 
Preschool Tote Bags, Third Grade and Confirma-
tion Bibles, new members joining, and Baptisms 



Calling to action 

 

Your annual investment in our faith community makes our ministry possible.  Our combined gifts will fur-
ther our SPUMC vision, “To be a welcoming home where we share God’s love.” 

As you pray about your financial stewardship toward our church ministry, consider making your offering 
through Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT).  Giving electronically allows your offering to come consistently to 
the church and allows us to budget more efficiently.   

We have an incentive for new EFT givers and those that raise their EFT giving by $100 or more.  We will 
offer a high-quality, custom thermal Yeti mug with the church name and Logo!  You won’t want to miss  
having one! 

Income 1.5% 5% 10% 

$40,000 $600 $2,000 $4,000 

$60,000 $900 $3,000 $6,000 

$80,000 $1,200 $4,000 $8,000 

Ministry Resources $   26,850 

Building & Grounds $   91,885 

Office Operations $   28,520 

Personnel $ 444,882 

UM Connectional Giving $   97,476 

Total  $ 689,613 

Budget for 2021 

Giving Guide 

Sunday School Pre-Pandemic 3rd Grade Bibles Food Drive Sunshine Supper 

Confirmation 2019/2020—Pre-Pandemic Virtual Vacation Bible School 
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