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We all have them ... traditions, that is.

We all have them. In our families, we have thelVe have traditions around important

events: birthdays, Christmas, other holidays, i bf a baby, the death of a loved one.
We have traditions around everyday events: cleatiediouse, going to school, going to
the dentist, living in marriage, going on vacatiasmere we sit at the dinner table.

In my family, we have a traditional birthday meehicken, noodles and mashed potatoes.
Every birthday, every one eats of the meal: a smbshicken with mashed potatoes and
egg noodles, preferably homemade egg noodles. itAral favorite. It's a tradition

passed through my mother’s family and one that usbhnd has adopted ... thank
goodness, because he cooks just like my mothemgrglrandmother before her. We all
want to marry someone who cooks just like goodrioim ... well, in my children’s case,;
they want to marry someone who cooks like deadadl.

In Brent’s tradition, the birthday meal is a lotfeient ... boiled potatoes that you mash
on your plate, lettuce on top of the potatoes, tladrup side pork, sliced hard-boiled
eggs and then a milk gravy. Apparently this iseahthat is very traditional for Dutch
families ... and very special for my husband’s Duttmily. The first time | ate it, |
thought, ‘they made this up ... they can’t reallyseeious.” Brent and his brothers sat at
the table with their knives and their forks andirtimapkins tucked in ... just waiting for
their mother to deliver this odd assortment of fe@the dinner table. | then got my
hands on an old Dutch cookbook and there wasaickidnd white, an established dinner

time ritual and tradition. It's called borenspiels

I've certainly noticed in my lifetime that traditis involve food. | think most families
have adopted traditions especially around dinmee.ti One of our traditions, passed



down from both my family and Brent’s family: it'sohso much what we eat, it's that we
eat together. This helps define and shape outyadantity.

We know where we sit, what time we eat and whakgected of us at the dinner table.
It's not just meal-time etiquette. It's tradition.

Effective family traditions promote a sense of itkyrand a feeling of closeness, a sense
of security and assurance in today’s fast, heatid, ever-changing world. As family
bonds are weakened by busy lifestyles, familieg stanected only by being intentional
about maintaining important traditions. That’s wdhgner time is so very important in

my family.

What about church traditions? Do we stay conneloeioeing intentional about
maintaining important traditions? Yes and no. 1oetsee if | can shed some light on
that.

Every year | ask confirmation students to defigition. The answers vary: a way of
worship, a way of doing church, a set of valuesidantity marker, a way to celebrate
rituals, what we do when we gather every week forship.

And then | ask them to describe a church traditiblere’s what they came up with this
year:

Our children lead the Lord’s Prayer.

We baptize babies.

We confirm 9" graders.

We sing old hymns.

We know the doxology by heatrt.

We celebrate Holy Communion once a month.



And then | ask: And why do we do these things2thab people know we are the Sun
Prairie United Methodist Church. So people knowane Christians by our love and by

our actions. So that God knows we're faithful.

The church, we believe is based on tradition. Altyuhistorically, we are based on a

non-traditional movemerso radicabnd so extremthat the world was turned upside

down. We are based on a revolutionary factiontoliphout the ages, what we have

come to know as tradition was actually dictateddyplutionary movements.

The first rebel: Jesus. In the Gospels, what desas despise? Hypocrites. Who are the
hypocrites? The traditionalists ... the Pharisdesréspected and revered religious
leaders of Palestine. And what does Jesus do@ompletely does away with the

religious traditions of his day. And those who sv@&ithful to the law and to the

religious leaders were angry and scared. And sorastwe forget that.

In the 1500’s who speaks out against corruptiothefRoman church? Martin Luther. If

he hadn’t stepped away from tradition, we would@there today.

In the 1700’s who speaks out against corruptiondisiase in the Anglican Church?

John Wesley. If he hadn't stepped away from trawlitwe wouldn’t be here today.

There are, of course, many others in the recenf was have helped shape our identity
into what and who we are today because they mowag &om established tradition.

Tradition helps define and shape our identity. sTifiobviously very important. | don't
want to be anything other than United Methodisbve being United Methodist and |
hope that’s obvious ... but | don’t want it to sthprte. | don’t think God wants it to stop

there.

My son John played t-ball couple years back anatiended his games. At several of
the games we sat with another couple whose somplged. The dad, after discovering



that | was a pastor (actually surprised that | thaspastor, and Brent wasn't) asked me,
“Do you have a traditional church?” | didn’t answe | was trying to process the
guestion. “Do you have traditional worship?” Agali didn’t answer, as | was trying to
come up with an answer that would please both of'Wll, do you worship a
traditional God, you know, like you're supposed’tdid have an answer then: “I hope
not.” He was surprised. “Well, | guess your chiuisn’'t the church for my family.”

How was | supposed to answer? We are a denonminidigd believes God is still acting
in creation. We are a denomination that believed S still speaking We are the

church of Jesus Christ that believes God is cotigtlorming and reforming the church’s
traditions of faith in response to the needs ofwbeld in which we live.

| ask confirmation youth about tradition in the ottubecause | want to know what
they're saying. | want to know what they are exgaeing. And | want to know what
they are expecting. “We sing old hymns” ... isnatla funny answer. | don’t think we
sing old hymns but to those almost 30 yrs younigan ime, we sing old hymns. “We
know the doxology by heart” ... Times change. Thatsthe doxology I learned as a
youth, but to them, we’ve been singing our cureenangement most of their lives. “We
baptize babies” ... well, that's a relatively newada the history of the church ... The
early church would have never dreamed of baptibaigies! How can babies understand
the grace of God through baptism? It used to bdtsadnly!

Traditions change. The church changes. We chaltgeapart of living, | guess. Things
change .... If the church doesn’'t change, how caneaeh out into the world which is

under constant change?

| think what | really want to say, is, let’s notdeaour faith only on tradition. Because
we’re non-traditional. Maybe you’ve never thoughtt like that, but I'm thinking its
okay. And I think its okay with God, too.



We celebrate an open table, believing that atithe 6f communion, it is God who
welcomes us, invites us and feeds us and all, eweryis invited to share in the meal.
Everyone, literally everyone in the whole worldrigited to dine with us during Holy

Communion. That's radical.

We celebrate that God calls both men and womelnetartinistry. Thank the Lord, or
else | wouldn't here today. That's pretty radiaatl not at all very traditional.

We’ve come a long way, but we still have a long w@ga God is still creating and God

is still speaking. Let the church in rememberiagus remember the most revolutionary
force in all of human history. For it was Jesuwiossed every boundary and broke
down every barrier. The world could do with aratre of this kind of revolutionary
force. We live in a world and in a church thaslswed down because of sexism and
racism and the abuse of the poor. We exploit xbeleinate the natural world around
us. We persecute people and judge lives thatifieeesht than ours. We have a long

way to go. The world could do with a lot more e$us.

Let's celebrate being the church of Jesus Chridetstanding that maybe it is tradition
that brings us together, but it is our identity and faithfulness and our willingness to let
God continue to mold us, that keeps us coming b#tkbelieving that God’s going to
use us to change the world that keeps us comirig daybe we just need to be
reminded of that. God is going to use YOU to cleatiige world. That’s pretty radical.

Can | get an AMEN to that? AMEN!



