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So why'd | tell this story? What's the point foerand you?

We might find ourselves someday trapped by Traper

Or staring down our own big sharks or facing nastather,

But we've been blessed, and things go best wheallweaork together!
Community matters. Things go best when we all viogether.
Community matters ... the theme of our sermon tod&Ag continue with
our sermon series — Unbinding Your Heart — andytada focus on

relationships.

If you've seen any television in the Madison arga)'ve seen commercials
for Meriter Hospital. They have a theme cal®@tiat’s Your Story?

Here’s their tag-line: Meriter feels privilegedlie able to care for patients,
families and loved ones during times of happinesssorrow. We believe a
community grows stronger and more compassionathbsing in others'
experiences. Have a special story about your Bregexperience? We'd be

honored if you would share it with us at MyMeritesy.com.

| experienced exceptional care at Meriter Hospitat,just once, not twice,
but three times ... my experiences are called Evay dod Henry. Three of
my four children were born at Meriter. The firshé | saw aVhat's Your
Storycommercial | didn’t blink an eye ... | went directly the website and

shared my testimony. You can find it at MyMeriteny.com under Birth



Stories ... look on the right hand side of the paggdick on ‘Brent &

Susan.’

I’'m not here to put in a plug for Meriter HospitaBut | am here to ask:

what'’s your stor¢ Not about Meriter but about your faith, aboutiryo

experiences of God, about your church. What's wbory and have you
shared it? Have you witnessed to the care andyloudind in your faith
community? Have you witnessed to the care you heseived at the Sun
Prairie United Methodist Church? Have you shaestirnony to how your

life has changed because of a faith experience?

Listen again to Meriter’s tag line: We believe armtounity grows stronger
and more compassionate by sharing in others' expes. Wow ... | want
those words ... | want SPUMC to use those woMi& believe a community
grows stronger and more compassionate by sharirghers' experiences.

Can we steal it? Can we borrow it?

Here’s the reality: the unchurched population le@ched 100 million

people: that is 1/3 of the American population.

This from the book that we’ve reading called UnlmgdYour Heart:

In 1960, pews filled when a loving, well-run churgbened its doors.
Today, people who have never attended a churchlgtepaur
neighborhoods and workplaces. The next decadéseimillions more.
They won't have memories of a Christian grandmatfegher or next-door
neighbor. The thought of “going back to church”amithey’re in trouble
will never occur to them, because they have negenhnside a church



building in the first place. For them, a churclamsalien, possibly
intimidating place — not a cradle of comfort angh&o

The reality: the institutional church is near deatfe, the church, is so
caught up in our survival that we have forgotterywue're really here. The
church was created to change lives. To invitersthejoin in a movement
of healing. To infuse humankind with vision. Telfothers experience
transformation. To share the story of good newsoumter the bad news
that is reported every hour on the hour. The dhigmear death. And |

think it's because we don’t share our story.

We have no problem entering in our workplace onandihy morning,
sharing these stories:

“l saw that new movie this weekend. It was greabu’ve got to see it.”
“Have you read this book? It's really good.”

“We tried that new restaurant downtown. It wadttgrgood.”

“Did you see that TV show last night? It was vergpirational.”

“Have you heard so-and-so’s new CD? | think ydikd the music.”

Very soon, if we haven't yet, many of us will have problem putting
bumper stickers on our cars and signs in our yaladsing that our
candidate should be the President of the Unitetk&ta

| have no problem saying to someone:
“If you need a doctor, you should see mine ... skatzllent.”

“l think you'd like the lady who does my hair.”



“The orthodontist that my children go to is reailgntle, very kind ... we
highly recommend him.”

“If you can request a kindergarten teacher, asivis. Bieri.”

Why is it so easy to share stories about everytalag other than our faith?

| know many of you share your story. We know thanhd we applaud those
efforts. There are some of you who bring youmidig to worship. You
encourage others to join a music group. You inydter neighbors to
LOGOS. You encourage your co-workers to join imigasion project.

Some of you have invited your co-workers and yaighbors to join a
small group. Thank you. Thank you. | know sorhgau work very hard

at that ... but maybe we need to do it more.

Almost 60% of people who visit churches get thexeduse a person invited
them. We're talking about evangelism — the “E” diorEvangelism is as
simple as inviting someone to church. Those swd@a@bout attending a
church for the first time said that the biggestieamwas not knowing anyone

there.

One woman told about a tough transition in her li&he talked with six
friends about what was going on in her life. Oa¢u&lay night she decided
to try a church. On Sunday morning she walked ant@mngregation close to
her house. She was shocked to find five of thg@ebple she’d talked to
sitting in the sanctuary. Not one of them had sstgd that church might
help. She had no idea that any of them were eveanbmars of a church. She

didn’t even know they were Christians.



Is this your story? Is this our story?

The silly little beaver story | shared with you lear| actually have been
meaning to share with the confirmation class. @tse a lot of things |
want that class of 21 students to know. | wantrthe know more about
God. | want them to know about faith in and thdoJgsus Christ. | want
them to know about what makes our denominationigpdxut | want them
to know that there are other Christian journeys a@thér faith walks in this
world. We visited a church in the inner-city ofiMaukee last weekend so
that we could learn about other people, so thatavdd learn more about
diversity. | want this class to learn a lot ofnifps, but the most important
message | want them to hear AND experience is: YXRE NOT ALONE

You needn't live in this big world as if you're @lone. We are created to
be in community. We are created, by the graceanf, ® support,

encourage and lift each other up.

I’'m concerned about those who haven’t experienbeddeling of a faith
community. There are hundreds, thousands in omnmanity alone who we
define as the unchurched, who haven't yet expee@ice grace of God

because they don’t know how ... they don’t know hovgeét here.

An invitation brings people to church. A warm waice keeps people

coming back.



Who have you invited to church? When was thetiast you welcomed a
visitor? Have you participated in helping Jesassform someone else’s

life?

You don’t need anyone’s permission to share yautystYou don't need a
committee or a budget. You don’'t need a degrebdalogy or sales and
marketing. You just need to be motivated to shiaeestory about a place
where hope is growing, about a people who caregmntuopen their doors

and their hearts.

Let’'s pray: God, how can we help people see yoeeZaWho do you want
us to pray for? Show us today, lead us to the gaasan reach through us.
Please show us how our church can serve you, hosawéetter organize

ourselves to help you. Let us be a part of whatwant to do next. Amen.



