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The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
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speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.
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because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
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has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.
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house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho
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resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy
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The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.
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Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.
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fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
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talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,
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abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
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He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



October 11/12, 2008

The Power of Partnership
Partnership = Response-Ability
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Susan Bresser

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man going off oextended trip. He called his
servants together and delegated responsibilitiesofie he gave five thousand dollars, to
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, ddjpey on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and deabhis master's investment. The second
did the same. But the man with the single thouskugda hole and carefully buried his
master's money. After a long absence, the magtbose three servants came back and
settled up with them. The one given five thousatidrd showed him how he had
doubled his investment. His master commended G&oud work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner." The servant with e thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master cometkhitn: '‘Good work! You did your
job well. From now on be my partner." The sengiaén one thousand said, 'Master, |
know you have high standards and hate careless,wagtsyou demand the best and
make no allowances for error. | was afraid | miglgappoint you, so | found a good
hiding place and secured your money. Here it ife sad sound down to the last cent.'
The master was furious. 'That's a terrible wayite!lIt's criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew | was after the best, why did godess than the least? The least you
could have done would have been to invest the stinthe federally-insured bankers,
where at least | would have gotten a little intéreSake the thousand and give it to the
one who risked the most. And get rid of this "ptagafe” who won't go out on a limb.
Throw him out into utter darkness.’

What do you think about this scripture? Are yoki@g yourselves, “What
are we going to talk about today?” Investmentskifig a risk with your
finances? An economy in turmoil? The financiabsef 2008? Nope,

none of the above.

Are you wondering why | chose this scripture? Beseait sure seems like it
could relate to the high anxiety being felt by bisthestors and the general
public in this day and age. It seems like it cadihte well to the concept of
the only thing we’re certain about with our econasthe uncertainty.

Given the climate of our economy now, we probahlgk that the third guy



in the story who buried his gift of $1,000 did tinght thing. Many of us
might be wishing we buried our investments rathantface the uncertainty
of the future. | can see how you’'d make those eonhons. | can't say as if
| really understand the turmoil in our economy, bdd understand the
feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.
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about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing
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feeling of anxiety ... especially when we talk abthg fear of investment

and the risk of investing.

| do want to talk about fear and risk today ... lI'mst not going to be talking
about Wall Street. | want to pay more attentiahaioto our spiritual
investments; the investments we make in our asliind in our relationship
with God.

Today we wrap up a 6 week sermon series on the RafviRartnership.

Next week we start talking about stewardship ...sorhight be a good
lead-in to next week. Today my friends and | hslvared with you from the
Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew, iageold story called the

Parable of the Talents.

Jesus said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mangyon a long trip. He
calls his servants together and hands over hisspipfor them to manage
... depending on their abilities. The first one khdst of responsibility. The
second one, he gets a little bit of responsibilitye third one ... he doesn’t
get much. Well, that doesn’t sound very fair ndaes it? It's not about
fairness. It simply means, to those who have lgggn much, from them
much will be required. It means that everyonelieen given something
and from every one of us something will be requir&bd has a right to

expect something from us.



There seems to be absolutely no doubt as to wiestes places the spotlight
of emphasis in this story. It is clearly on theavho was given the smallest
amount of ability — the $1,000 (or in a more faaniliranslation — ONE
talent). The one who received the smallest amotability did nothing
productive with it. He did nothing with it. Wrapur head around that,

because it's going to be important to the message.

When the day arrived for the final accounting ofatveach one did with the
abilities they were given, the first two are highdyvarded and celebrated.
The third one, he has to cover his behind. Heardp to his master: “Sir, |
know you're a hard man and you demand the very deditin’t want to
disappoint you, | didn’t want to take a risk, douried the ability you gave
me. And here itis ... just as you gave it me ... @duperfectly intact.”

So, how does that go over? We're a little surpkiseen’t we, at the
response of the master? “Throw him out — the ohe buried his abilities —

throw him out into the darkness, because that'se&he belongs.”

He didn’t take a risk. He didn’t use the abilittbe master gave him. He
did nothing.

This parable is all about what we do with all tGatd has given us. It's not
about our investments or our financial resourdés.about our abilities. As
Jesus tells the story, the question comes sneakifigow are you managing

all that God has given you?”



There’s a choice. There’s always a choice. Jssalsvays giving us a
choice. Taking a risk or being afraid; being opethe possibilities or being

closed because of reluctance. There’s always @&ho

Have you ever wondered if what you're doing for Godny good?

There was once a little girl named Annie who atage of 10 was placed in
an orphanage. The year was 1876. Her motherieddéituberculosis and
her alcoholic father deserted Annie and her lkitiether, who was also sick
with tuberculosis. They lived with relatives foxlale, but Annie was too
difficult to handle, so she and her brother weezetl at the Tewksbury poor
house/orphanage in Tewksbury, MA. Her brother dietthe orphanage.
Annie was a naughty little girl who had a violeatriper ... probably due in
part to her circumstances but also to her failipgseght. As a young girl
she contracted trachoma, a painful bacterial irdadhat can cause
blindness. She was a wild and angry child, aneinofftad to be tied down to
get her to settle down.

She was befriended at the orphanage by Maggieyagyawoman who cared
very much for Annie. Maggie talked to her, fed,leld her stories, brushed
her hair and worked very hard at loving this naygahgry child. Maggie
was very faithful and believed it was her respaifigtbher God-given

ability, to love this dirty, wild, spiteful, naughtangry child. It wasn’t easy,
but slowly it got through to Annie that she wagh# only one suffering.
Maggie had also been abandoned and was dealingpaathhealth herself.

Gradually Annie began to respond to the love aedctre Maggie offered.



Annie begged to be released from the orphanagéeggid release from
her dark prison of anger and blindness. She uretgra/series of eye
surgeries that didn’t offer much help. But Maggever stopped offering
support and encouragement. With the help of éimgshealth official,
consent was given and Annie was sent to the Pe8ahsol for the Blind in
Boston. After a few more operations, her eyesigh partially restored.
She was able to finish her schooling and graduatddhonors at the age of
20. Having had the experience of being angry dind land bitter and
resentful and having the support of Maggie who ngave up on her, Annie
told the director of Perkins that she wanted tokweith blind and difficult
children. The school located a family with a &tdirl who needed help
desperately. So, Annie Sullivan went to TuscumBlabama to unlock the

door of Helen Keller's dark prison and set her free

The choice before us: being a risky servant whogeizes ability or a

reluctant servant who doesn’t really believe aedléhce can be made.

When it comes to a relationship with God, theneasniddle ground ...

none. Jesus is saying, “You cannot be a littlédsime and a little bit
against me. If you follow me, you must make a cotmant. When you
follow me there is requirement as well as rewardu must be faithful with
the abilities you have been given.” This is whaheans to be in partnership
with God.

God has given us abilities and we are obligategé4¢pond. We have

response-ability. And it takes initiative and risk



If the life of our church, this month and next muorthe Lay Leadership
Committee will be coming together to do their woikhis is how we, in the
United Methodist Church, identify, develop, depleyaluate, and monitor
Christian spiritual leadership for our local corgagon. Realistically
speaking, this is how we fill vacancies on commaistebut | hope we attempt
to do this work with more of a spiritual agendaceEy pastor and church
leader hopes to match the skills, abilities, artdrasts of church members
with the needs of the church organization. Thekvadithe Lay Leadership
committee is done annually in anticipation of tHeuh Conference where

committee members, chairpersons and church leaderdected.

| tell you this because the phones are going to steying. | tell you this
because chances are good to great that you migitritacted to serve on a
committee. | hope we can be a church that avbie$t servant syndrome
... you know, the § servant, the one who took his ability and burted i

hope we can be a church that avoids thie&vant syndrome:

“I've already done my fair share.”
Dig a little hole
“Doesn’t my wife do enough for our family?”
Dig a little deeper
“Isn’t it enough that | bring my kids to church scit?”
Dig a little deeper
“  has way more ability than | do.”
Dig a little deeper
“l don’t have the time.”

Dig deeper



“If God wants something done, hopefully God willlaan someone else to
doit.”
Wow, your hole is really deep

Let’'s evaluate our servants and their actions ocoeerfime:

The first two received the gift of abilities; thard, actually he refused.

The first two recognized the partnership God offeeethem; the third
rejected the partnership.

The first two viewed their abilities as opportunitiye third, he viewed his
ability as a problem.

The first two allowed the gifts of the abilities¢bange their lives; the third,

refused to let the gift touch his life.

There are those of you who believe that no mattetwou do, it won't
make a difference. | guess you’ll never know ifiyaon’t take the risk and

find out. You have a choice. You always have @ah

Pat Harper has served God in so many wonderful welgs dream and
calling as a young woman was to mission work. &eame a nurse and
has served in that capacity for many years. A gegarshe had the
opportunity to travel to Cuba for mission work.v8el people — who love
her and care about her — told her to play it s&fet she listened to God who
nudged her to take the risk. And in doing so,liewas changed forever

and so were the lives of those she served. S$tdl idreaming and she is



still being called to mission work, and she’s thmtch stronger because she

believes her abilities are God-given and are tadszl for God'’s service.

A ship is safe when anchored in the harbor, butgmat what ships are
built for.



